ISSN 2076-7099

MCcMXoNornMyecknin >KypHan AcHULKNIA / Yasnitsky
MexayHapOAHOTO YHUBEPCHTETa IPHPOIbI, OOIIECTBA U YenoBeKa «/{yOHa» Ne 3, C. 114_166, 2013
Dubna Psychological Journal WWW.psyanima.ru

Cpenneasuarckue rcuxosorudeckue sxcreauiun 1931-1932. XpoHnka coOBITHI B MTUCbMax M IOKyMEHTaXx /
Psychological expeditions of 1931-1932 to Central Asia. Chronicle of events in letters and documents

A. Scuuukuti / A. Yasnitsky

AcHuukmii A. / Yasnitsky A. CpegHeasnaTCKue NCUXonornyeckme aKkeneauUmm. XpoHmka cobbiTuil B nucbmax v gokymeHTax / Psychological expeditions of 1931-
1932 to Central Asia. Chronicle of events in letters and documents // IMcuxonornyeckuii >ypHan Me>xyHapo4HOro yHuBepcuTeTa Npupozbl, 06LecTBa 1 Yenoseka
«[ly6Ha», 2013, Ne 3, c. 114-166. OnekTpoHHas Bepcus // http://www.psyanima.ru/journal/2013/3/2013n3a7/2013n3a7.pdf

XpoHUKa cpefiHe3naTCcKux akeneauuumin Jiypum n Kook 1931 1 1932 r. B nMCbMaXx U BblAEpXKKAX 13 BAXKHENLLNX AOKYMEHTOB TOro BpeMeHU. B pesynbTaTe
paboThbl C apXMBHbIMK U AOKYMEH T aflbHbIMU MCTOUYHUKAMU U3 Hay4HbIX MaTepuanos BeiroTckoro, Jlypun, KypTa flesuHa, KypTa Koddku, Bonbravra Kénepa,
Monnu Xappoyep, A.M. LLIy6epT 1 A.B. 3anopo>kua pparmeHTapHO PeKOHCTPynpoBaHa XpPoHUKa COObITWiA cpefHeasnaTCKux akcneanumii Jiypum-Koddk n nx
NCTOPUYECKNIA KOHTEKCT. CnoNb30BaHbl OPUriHasIbHbIe UCTOYHUKN HA TPEX A3blKax: PyCCKOM, HEMELLKOM W aHT IACKOM.

This is a chronicle of Luria and Koffka’s expeditions to Central Asia (of 1931 and, with Koffka, of 1932) in letters and excerpts from most pertinent documents of the
time. In the course of investigation of the archival and other materials of Vygotsky, Luria, Kurt Lewin, Kurt Koffka, Wolgang Kohler, Molly Harrower, A.M.
Shubert, and A.V. Zaporozhts the chronicle of expeditions and their historical context are partly reconstructed. The author used original sources in Russian,
German, and English.

Kntouesble cnoga: A.P. lypus, KypT Koddka, /1.C. BbiroTckuii, Bonbghranr Kénep, CpeaHsis Asusi, Y36ekucTaH, nefonorus HaunmoHa bHbIX MEHbLUMHCTB,

Me>KyHapoaHOe COTPYAHNYECTBO, KPOCC-KyNbTYPHbIE UCCNEA0BaHIS, YacTHas Nepenicka, ny6andHbIe NeKLUUM, TPaHCHALMOHAIbHAS UCTOPUS HayKy,
ONMTUYECKNE UNMO3UN, TELITaNbT MCUXONOTUS.
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Nog, Aata/ ABTop / Appecat / CopgepxxaHue / Contents / Inhalt NCTOYHUK,
Year, Date Author Addressee nyé6avkauuns /
(MecTo/Place) | (MecTto/Place) Source, publication
1929, BobiroTckuii / Barnep B.A./ [Vygotsky reports on an unexpected one-month long trip to Beiroackas u
f’ 23?5’;”’ cpena 21/3[’90“"'9'/ }I/agner VA, Central-Asian University in Tashkent, Uzbekistan; JIndanosa, 1996, c.
, OCKBa’ E€HUHIPAJ .. i
Wednesday Moscow?) (Leningrad) anticipated date of return to Moscow—May 1:] 372.
« 51 HeoxumanHo 115t ceOst ey B TamkeHT Ha 1 MecsIL 1Mo English and German
npurnamenuto CpeaHe-A3UaTCKOro yHUBEpCeUuTeTa. 1-ro Mas s translation of all known
paccuuThiBaro ObITH B MOCKBE.» Vygotsky’s
correspondence can be
found in (Riickriem,
2009).
1929, Bbirotckuia / «lIaTunukomy [Tucemo u3 TamkenTa crynentaMm B MockBe Brrorckuii u
15 anpens, Vygotskii Kospme IIpyTkoBy» | / Iy3sipeit, 2004, c. 13-
MTOHEAEIBHHMK / (Tamxenr / (3anopoxed, ’ >
April 15, Tashkent) Boopi, JTesHra, A letter to Moscow students from Tashkent 14
Monday Mopo30oBa,
CnaBuna) /
Zaporozhets et al.
1929, BbiroTckuii / JleoHTbes A.H./ [A letter from Tashkent. Anticipated return to Moscow: May 1-5. | Beirorckuii u
15 anpens, Vygotskii Leontiev A.N. Report on the preparation to research in local settings:] Iy3sbipeit, 2004, c. 14-
MOHEAEILHUK / (Tamkent / 15
April 15, Tashkent)
Monday «...Ecniu Mypaiues, BooO111e, Hac He CIIpalIMBaeT—OOr ¢ HUM;

€CJIM CTIPAITUBaET, MyCTh MOJI0XKIET C OTBETOM—HE Oonee 1.5-2x
HeJenb mocie 3Toro nucbMa (1—5 mast 6yay B Mockse).»
«...Bugen 3nech npekpacHyro MCUXHUaTpUIEecKyto OOJIbHUILY.
WMHTepeceH U cilydail ¢ HaTypaJIbHOU MaMATHIO.
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O cebe moka HUYETo HE MOTY cKa3aTb. | 0TOBIIOCH K paboTte
(WCCIIeTIOBAHUIO). .. »
1929, Bbirotckuii / Nypus A.P./ [A letter from Tashkent with a request for teaching materials for BeIrorckuii u
18 anpens, Vygotskii Luria AR. local scholar and instructor T.N. Baranova and brief mention of Iysbipeit, 2004, c. 16:
getBepr / [Tamukent / , . . .
April 18, Tashkent] Vygotsk_y S ?xperlmental research that he conducted in Uzbekistan | Oto u cienyrormiee
Thursday during his trip:] mucsMO Beirorckoro
nepeaHbl B CEMEHHBIHI
«Bpinutn, nmoxkanyiicra, T.H. bapanosoii (MeHst [TBost mocbuika] He | apxuB JIypuu ero
3aCTaHeT) TeMbl JUIIOMHBIX PA0OT IO MEI0JIOTHH, ICUXOJIOTUU U | TIepBoii xkeHoii B.H.
neaaroruke st crynentoB AKB umm 2 MI'Y...—eii oueHb Biiarosunosoii /
HY)KHO; OYCHB MPOCHIIA TeOsT 00 ITOM...» This and following
«1 cTaBIIIO OMBITHI, HAZECIOCH IPUBE3TH KOC-YTOY letter were originally
owned by Luria’s first
wife V.N. Blagovidova;
presently in Luria’s
private archive.
1929, Bbirotckuit / Nypus [ Luria [A letter from Tashkent with reference to “interesting work™ of Brirorckuii u
zio 5 Mas, Vygotskii unclear nature—possibly, in response to Luria’s report of his [Ty3sipeii, 2004, c. 17
pockpecense /| [Tanken / research activities back in Moscow—brief mention of “some
before May 5, Tashkent] . . )
Sunday experiments” in local settings, and announcement of Vygotsky’s
plans to be back in Moscow not later than May 2, 1929:]
«bonpmoe crmacn6o 3a 2-oe nmruceMo! OcoOeHHO HHTEpecHa
paboTa: OHa OYeHb HHTEPECHA; TIOTOBOPUM JIMYHO—I YK€ Ha
nopore Tamkenra. Codbuparoce He 1mo3xe 2-ro masi B MockBy, Tak
4TO yepe3 2-3 JHs BCIel 32 3TOM OTKPBITKOM KM MEHS.»
«Koe-kakue OmpITHl CTaBUM, HO HE 3HAIO, YIaYHO JIN
1929, Bbirotckuii / Barnep / Vagner | [The author has recently returned from Tashkent:] Beirozckas u
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20 mas, Vygotskii (Jlenunrpan / JIuganosa, 1996, c. 373
HOHEICIBbHUK / (Mocksa / Leningrad) «51 npuexan n3 TalIKeHTa HEABHO.»
May 20, Monday | Moscow)
1929, LLly6epT A.M./ WMHCTUTYT METO/IOB IIKOJIBHOM paboThI IPH CONIECHCTBUA [Iy6epr, 1930
utone—asryct/ | Shubert A.M. narmencekiuu I'YCa u Komurera CeBepa mpoBesu 1Be
July—August (Mocxksa / Moscow) .

IIE/I0JIOTO-TIeIarOrMUECKUE IKCIeAnu: oaaa B CeBepo- Shubert, 1930/1993

BaitkasnbCckuil pailoH, 111 U3y4EeHUs J€Ted TYHI'yCOB, BTOpas — Ha

AunTail, 1711 U3y4yeHus OMPOTCKUX JI€TEN; PyKOBOJIUTEIb

— skcneaunuii A.M. 1llyGepr, cpeau npouux, B cOCTaBe

Y4aCTHUKOB—YYEHHUK U coTpyaHuK Jlypuu u Beirorckoro A.B.

3anoposxert

/

Two pedologo-pedagogic expeditions; for report publication see

below: the entry of 1930, cepeanHa roga / mid-year
1929, Bbirorckuit / KypHanpHast myOauKamnms: Beirorckuit, 1929
OceHb / Fall Vygotskii 0 IJTaHE HAaYYHO-UCCIIEN0BATENLCKOM pabOThI 10 MEA0IOI UK

(Mocksa / Moscow)

HAIMOHAJILHBIX MEHBIINHCTB

/

Journal publication: the plan of research on the pedology of

national minorities
1929, Nypwna / Luria Kypr J1eBUH / [[TepBoe ynomunanue rianoB Jlypuu u Beirorckoro Ha Apxus Kypra JleBuna B
12 pexabps, (Mocxsa / Moscow) | Kurt Lewin IPOBEJICHHUE MICUXOJIOTUYECKO# dKcTe i B CHOUpHU Wit ApXUBE 110 UCTOPUH
‘[{)eeTc?rgrbér 12 (Bepmui / Berlin) «t0KHON A3umny tetom 1931 r.] aMEepPHUKaHCKOM
Wednesday / MICUXOJIOTHH; TK.

[First account of Luria and Vygotsky’s plans for a psychological
expedition to Siberia or ,,South Asia“ in the summer of 1931:]

«Wir haben mit Vygotski eine Idee einer grossen Expedition / zu

OMyOJIMKOBaHO B
Metraux, 2002, p. 35-36

117



ISSN 2076-7099

MCcMXoNornMyecknin >KypHan AcHULKNIA / Yasnitsky
MexayHapOAHOTO YHUBEPCHTETa IPHPOIbI, OOIIECTBA U YenoBeKa «/{yOHa» Ne 3, C. 114_166, 2013
Dubna Psychological Journal WWW.psyanima.ru

den primitiven Volkern in Sibirien oder in Siidasien; die /
Expedition soll u.a. psychologische Probleme 16sen, die wir /
vorbereiten kdnnten; es wire am besten{,} sie im Sommer 1931 /
durch[zu]lmachen. Wollen Sie an der Expedition teilnehmen? / Ich
glaube, unsere Akademie oder das Insitut fiir Ethnologie des /
Ostens werden teilweise die Expedition unterstiitzen; ich mochte /
auch die Amerikaner - vielleicht jemanden von Boas (Kleinberg?)
einladen. Wenn wir von einem deutschen und einem Amerika-
/nischen Institut (vielleicht auch — den [sic; recte: dem] Bureau
von Piaget) / eine Teilunterstiitzung der Expedition bekommen
konnten [sic; recte: konnten], - wéhre [Sic; recte: wére] / es
moglich{,} wirklich sehr schone Dinge zu machen. Schreiben / Sie
mir 1) ob Sie die Einladung zu der Teilnahme in der Expe-/dition
annehmen werden, 2) ob wir auf eine Unterstiitzung (ungefdhr an
15) von einer deutschen Instanz, die in / einer internationalen
Expedition interessiert ist - rechnen konnten? / Vielleicht konnen
wir mit Ethnologen - Hornbostel, Thurnwald sprechen?»

1930,
cepeauHa roga /
mid-year

LLy6epT AM. /
Shubert A. M.
(Mocksa / Moscow)

[KypuanbHas myOnukanus:

Otuer 00 skcneaunusix jera 1929 B Cepepo-baiikanbckuil paiion
1 Ha AJ'ITafI; HCCIICO0BaHUA MECTHBIX ,Z[eTefI TYHI'YCOB, OprOTOB u
pycckux]

/
[Journal publication:

Report on the expeditions of the summer of 1929 to North Baikal
and Altai mountains areas; research on local Tungus, Oirot, and
Russian children; among the participants of the expeditions
Vygotsky’s former student Alexander Zaporozhets:]

yGepr, 1930

In English:
Shubert, 1930/1993.

Also, see special issue
of Journal of Russian
and East European
Psychology, 31(1),

January-February 1993;

see overview of the
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«In the spring of 1929, the Institute for Schoolwork Methods,
together with the National Minorities Section of the State
University of the North and the Committee of the North, organized
two pedological-pedagogical expeditions: one to the northern
Baikal region to study Tungus children, and the second to Altai, to
study Oirot children. The institute had to surmount tremendous
difficulties in this undertaking.

The main difficulty was the absence of adequately trained leaders
for such work. The commission organized to direct these
expeditions enlisted the services of anyone who could help us even
indirectly. We found that there was a total lack of practical
guidelines for pedological study of children of different
nationalities.»

titles:
http://mesharpe.metapre
ss.com/openurl.asp?gen
re=issue&issn=1061-
0405&volume=31&issu
e=1

1930,
cepegmHa roga /
mid-year

3anopoxel, A. /
Zaporozhets
(Mocksa / Moscow)

[PKypnanpHas myOmukanms:

HccnenoBanue oMpoTCKUX AETEH B X0A€ dKcneauiuu jera 1929
rojaa]

/

[Journal publication:

the study of Oirot children during the expedition of the summer of
1929:]

«Tests of schoolchildren were among the tasks of the expedition to
the Oirot Autonomous Region. It was proposed that the purpose of
this investigation should be mainly methodological and less
concerned with the results. We needed to determine, to the extent
possible, the suitability or unsuitability of various types of
assignments for subjects who were at a low level of economic and

3amopoxer, 1930

In English: see
Zaporozhets, 1930/1993
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cultural development and to find possible ways to change them. As
for the results of the tests, expressed in the form of “intellectual
ages, etc., we had previously been critical of such data: we thought
that the tremendous difference in economic and cultural conditions
made for too great differences between the psychology of a
European child and that of an ethnic child, so that mechanical
adoption of tests developed for European children for use with
children living in Oirot conditions could not give satisfactory and
comparable results. The results of the present study demonstrated,
in general, that these assumptions were correct.»

1930, JNeoHTbes, A.H. / KypHanpHast myOauKamnms: Jleontnes, 1930
MioHL / June Leontiev, A.N. Pa3MblIILieHNs 0 TICUXOJOTHYECKOM UCCIIeI0BAHUH MTaMSITH
(Mockga / Moscow)
HanuoHaIbHEIX MeHLIIMHCTB CCCP
— /
Journal publication:
Some considerations on the psychological research on memory in
the national minorities of the Soviet Union
1930, Bbirotckuia / Beirorcxkuit u

KOHeL, roga /
end of the year

Vygotskii
(Mocksa / Moscow)

XKypHanpHas myOiauKamnus:

MPOEKT KOH(MEPEHIINHU 110 HAIMEHIIEI0JIOT I
— /
Journal publication:

the project of a conference on the pedology of national minorities

Ileuarnuxos, 1930

1931,
Maii-noHb /
May-June

Nypusa / Luria

[[ToaroroBuTenbHBIH ABYXMECSUHBII cemuHap B CamapkaHie U
IIPEABAPUTEIIbHBIC DKCIIEPUMEHTAIILHBIE UCCIIEOBAaHUS B Mac U
utoHe 1931:]

«Before the expedition entered the territory, a two-months’
seminar was conducted by Professor Luria in Samarkand in May

Luria, 1931, p. 383;
Luria, 1932, p. 241
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and June, 1931, in which special topics were assigned, methods
studied, and preliminary projects were carried out.»

1931,
7 mas, getsepr /
May 7, Thursday

Nypwusa [ Luria
([xene3no-
JIOPOXKHAst]| CTAHIIMSA
Kazanuuck /
Kazalinsk [railway]
station)*

JIHEBHMK IIEPBOM IICUXOJIOTMYECKOM IKCIIEAULINY, HAYaT 7 Mas:
«MpbI—YyXe CyTKU—B A3HUHU.»

/

The diary of the first psychological expedition, launched on May
7, states that they entered into Asia the previous day

Apxus Jlypuu;
JTHEBHUK
¢dparmenTapHo
ony0nukoBaH B Jlypus
E.A., 1994, c. 59

1931, Nypus [ Luria JIHEeBHUK NEPBOM MCUXOIOTHUECKOM SKCIEIULINU: Apxus Jlypuu;
9 mas (7), (Camapkarin / «1 mepBblii 1eHs B Camapkanjie.» JIHEBHUK
3126052(17/) Samarkand) / bparmenTapo
Satalrday' ' The diary of the first psychological expedition: the first day in omyOunkoBaH B Jlypust
— Samarkand E.A., 1994, c. 59.
[Tpu nyOnukanuu
oKOOYHO yKa3aHa
nata 3anucu «9.10.1931
r.»
1931, Nypus / Luria JIHEeBHUK TIEPBOM TICUXOJIOTHYSCKOMN IKCIICTUIINU: Apxus Jlypuu;
kja'\/'aa gersepr / (S(;;Niizﬁg?/ «MpI—s Crapom ['opoze, B Camapkanje, Ha 0azapHOi JHEBHHUK
Thu); o a'y TUIOLIA/IN. » ¢bparmMeHTapHO
/ ony0nukoBaH B Jlypus
The diary of the first psychological expedition, description of E.A., 1994, c. 59-60.
Samarkand
1931, Bbirotckuit / Nypus [ Luria [Local news from Moscow over the preceding month that Luria Brirorckuii u
1 nioH4, Vygotskii (Camapxkann? /

IIOHEIEJIbHUK /
June 1, Monday

(Mocksa / Moscow)

Samarkand?)

was out of town:]

ITyseipeit, 2004, c. 24-
25

! Crannust KazanuHck, ceiiuac: ropoa B Kazanunckowm paitone Keizsutopaunckoit oonactu Kasaxcrana / Kazalinsk station, now: Kazaly (Kazakh: Kazaner; Russian: Kazanuuck or
Kazalinsk), a town in Kazaly District of Kyzylorda Province in Kazakhstan, located on the right bank of the Syr Darya River]
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«3a MCCAL TBOCTO OTCYTCTBHA BOT TaAKMC HOBOCTU...»

1931,

12 (u 16) nioHs,
nsaTHUna (1
BTOpPHHK) /

June 12 (and 16),
Friday (and
Tuesday)

Bbirotckuid / Nypus [ Luria [Praise for research work currently in progress in Central Asia,
\ﬁg‘)ts"“/ y (CaMaliKag{f?/ words of encouragement. In contrast, in somewhat depressive
(Mocisa / Moscow) | Samarkand?) overtones, the author expresses utter disappointment with his own
work in Moscow, pronounces the need for a radical reconstruction,
and proclaims his plans for such major revision, seemingly of his
theory and related research:]

«...Ilo cyru gena: s cuutaro TeMy TBOIO TIIyOOKO MHTEPECHOM,
OCYIIECTBUMOM U MPOJABUTaroleil Haie 1e10. PUCyHKH OYeHb
MHTEPECHBI. Sl moIeNniics MU Ha 3acelaHiH Hallel 1abopaTopuu
¢ ToBapuiiamu. Bocnpusrtue B onbitax Rorschach’a, Kohs’a u
naxe Rupp’a—o6eckoneuHo unrepecHo. [Iuim, noxanyiicra,
CTOJIb JK€ MOAPOOHO O JAajbHEHINX onbITax. S 3aunTai TBoe
IUCHMO (B €ro 3KCIEpUMEHTalIbHON YacTH) Ha 3acenaHuu. Bee
MOYYBCTBOBAJIM Pa/I0CTh, YTO Thl CHOBAa — C I'OJIOBOM U cepAleM
— B paboTe, B UCCIIEIOBAHUH. DTO TJIABHOE, 9TO MOYTH BCE.)»
(mommucano 16 uroHs):

«MpI paboTaeM HHM XOpOILI0, HU XyA0—Tak cede. OueHb TpyIHO
nocJje Toro, 4to ObUI0 (Mmocie pacnaja) B3aTees. Ho pabotaeM—u
CBOM MaJICHbKME 3a1aHus caenaeM. Jlesuna, —B Kypcke,
JI0BOJIbHA. — $I BCe ellle BO BJIACTH ThICSY METOYEH.
becrogHocTh TOTO, UTO 5 AEnat0, youBaeT MeHa. Most HaydHas
MBIC]Ib YXOJUT B 007acTh (haHTa3uM, HE MOTY JOJyMaTh €€ B
peaTrcTUYecKOM IUIaHe 710 KOHIa. Bce—He To: He To Jernaro, He
TO MUILY, HE TO roBopro. KopenHas nepectpoiika HeoOXoqumMa—u
s Ha TOT pa3 OCYIIECTBIIIO €€.»

Brirorckuii u
ITy3eipeit, 2004, c. 27-
28

1931,

BbIroTckuii / JlesuHa P.E. / [A letter to former Moscow student, presently in Kursk, Russia.

Brirorckut u

122



ISSN 2076-7099

MCcMXoNornMyecknin >KypHan AcHULKNIA / Yasnitsky
MexayHapOAHOTO YHUBEPCHTETa IPHPOIbI, OOIIECTBA U YenoBeKa «/{yOHa» No 3, c. 114-166, 2013
Dubna Psychological Journal WWW.psyanima.ru
16 nioHs, Vygotskii Levina R.E. Unclear reference to the “episode in connection to Samarkand.”
BTOpHHK / (Mocksa / Moscow)  (Kypex? / Kursk?) - Encouragement to find own research topic:]

June 16, Tuesday

«Hcropus ¢ Camapk
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«Mpicab o Gestalttheorie—rny6okas u BepHasi, 0-BUIUMOMY:
HaTypaJbHbIE 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH HE BCE CTOJIb HAaTypaibHbl. OT
JAHHBIX 00 WILUTFO3UAX (KaKue? Helb3sl T MPUMEp, OTIMCAHNE
YacTH OMbITa, KaK B ABYX MEPBbIX ci1y4asix?) s B OYKBaJIbHOM
BOCTOpTe, 3/IECh YTO-TO MPOIIIE, T.€. paHbIIIE MOHATHUS, PYron
CHUCTEMHBIN CABUT, HO TOrO K€, O-BUAUMOMY, IPUHLUHUIIAAIIEHOTO
MopsaKA...

B o6miem 3ameuarensHo! Jlyumiee 3a roa. I[lyts B Oynyiee.
OrnpaBranue MOTEPSIHHOTO MOIYro1a. DTO Hall 30JI0TOM (GOH/T
AKCIIEPUMEHTOB, KOTOPBIE IPSIMO OTKPBIBAOTCSI TEOPETUUECKUM
kiouoM. Paboraii u i mue. S mpouTy nmuckMo BceM. D10
3aMeyYaTeabHOE NUCBEMO.»

1931,
30 ntoHA,
BTOpPHHK /

June 30, Tuesday

Nypus / Luria Bbirotckuii / [Fragment of Luria’s letter with Report Ne3:]
(Camapxkanp / VygotskKii
Samarkand) (Mocksa? /

«Report Ne 3

Korna nnes B3siTa mpaBUIbHO — (PAKTHI CaMU CIETAIOTCS CO BCEX
CTOPOH, U UX Jjajiee He MPUXOAUTCS CIIEHUAIbHO UCKATh; O’KUBAIOT
CTapble dKCIIEPUMEHTHI, IIPEJCTAIOT B HOBOM CBETE U3BECTHBIE
BEIIHU U C yIUBUTEIBHON OYPHOCTBIO PACKPHIBAIOTCS HOBBIE
o0nacTH.

YV MeHs co3zaercs BnevatiaeHue, 4To B paboTax, KOTOPbIE Mbl
IPOBEJIN B MOCJIEAHUN Mecsll, OyKBaIbHO MJIAacT 3a IIaCTOM
nepecTpanBaeTcs BCA MCUXOJIOTHUS U IEPECTPAUBAIOTCS BCE TIIaBbl
CBEPXY JIOHU3Y B CBETE€ CUCTEMHON T<OUKH> 3p<CHUS>.

S nucan TeOe yxe IBa)KIbl O HALLIEM ITEPECMOTPE MPOOI<EMbI>
BOCTIPUSATHSA U 00 OTHOIIEHUH K CJIOBaM M MeTa(opam.
[Tocnenyrouuii aTan paboThl OBUT CBSI3aH C IEPECMOTPOM APYTUX
IJIaB C TOYKH 3pEHUS TOTO, KaK COOTB<ETCTBYIOLINE™> IPOLECCHI

Moscow?)

Jypus, 1931/2002
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IIOCTPOCHBI B CHCTEME KOMIIICKCHOTO, BOCITPOM3BOISIICTO
KOHKPETHBIE YYaCTKH CUTYallUH, MBIIUICHUS. Y MEHS [101y4aeTcs
BIEYATIICHUE, YTO 31ECh ACHCTBUTEIBLHO HAILlylIaH OCHOBHOM
CTEpXKEHb U YTO Oyarosapsi TOMy, 4TO (PyHKIIUS MBIIIICHUS Ha
9TOM D3Tall€ Pa3BUTHUS 3aKIHOYACTCSI HE CTOJILKO B YCTAHOBJICHUU
HOBBIX CBSI3€W U COOTHOLIEHUH, a B BOCIPOU3BEACHUH HArJIsHbBIX
KYCKOB, LIEJIbHBIX CUTYallHil CBOET0 OIbITa, — UMEHHO OTCIOAA
MePECTPANBAIOTCS COOTHOIICHHS BCEX OCHOBHBIX (DYHKIIH, U
MOJTy4aeTcsl CBO€0OPa3HOE OTHOIICHUE YEIOBEKA K CBOUM
MICUXOJI<OrMYECKUM> mporeccam. Takoe BOCIIPOU3BOIALIEE
CUTYalI<MOHHOC> MBIIIJICHHE — CBJI3aHHOC C 3HAYCHUEM CJIOB —
JAeT pa3INYHbIe KOMILIEKCHI, HO OHO MepecTpauBaeT OyKBaIbHO
BCE, OT MEXAaHU3Ma CYXKJICHUS JO MOCTPOCHUS JUYHOCTH. MBI 1
ObUTH 3aHSTHI 3TO BPEMs IIEPEKONKON OCHOBHBIX ITHX TJIaB, U
HUKOTJa elle paboTa He JaBaja MHE TaK MHOTO, KaKk UMEHHO B 3TH
JHU U HECIIN...»

1931, Nypus / Luria [OcHoBHas yacTh miepBoi skcneaunmu B CpenHroro Asuro nponuta | Luria, 1931, p. 383-
Wione / (depranckas . B utone 1931; uccnenoBanus OTCTAIbIX HAPOIOB B OTJAICHHBIX 384;
July @OHHHa’ BOCTOUHBI paifoHax Y30ekucrana:| Luria, 1932, p. 241-242
30exucTaH /
Fergana Valley,
Eastern Uzbekistan) «In July, 1931, the Uzbek Research Institute of Samarkand,
together with the Moscow Institute of Experimental Psychology,
organized the first expedition of the Soviet Union for the study of
psychological characteristics of peoples in various stages of
cultural development.»
1931, Bbirotckuii / Nypus [ Luria [Response to Luria’s letter with Report Ne3 : most laudatory BeiroTckwuii u
11 nions, Vygotskii assessment and highly emotional, bordering on ecstatic, reaction:] | ITyssipeii, 2004, c. 33-
cyo66oTa / (Mocksa? /

34
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July 11, Saturday

Moscow?)

«[Tumry Tebe OykBanbHO [B] aMda3uu, B KAKOM-TO
BOOJIYLIEBJICHUH, KAKOE MPUXOIUTCA MEPEKUBATH HE 4acTo. S
nonyuynn Report Ne3, npoTokossl onbiToB. CBeTiIee U paocTHEE
JTHS 51 HE 3aIllOMHIO B MTOCIIeHEeE BpeMsi. DTO OYKBaIbHO Kak
KIIIOYOM OTIEPTHIE 3aMKH Psiia ICHXOJIOTHYECKUX MPOOIIEM.
TakoBo Moe BneuatiieHue. [lepBocTeneHHoe 3HaU€HUE ONBITOB
JUIsL MEHSI BHE COMHEHHS, HAIll HOBBIN MTyTh TENEPh 3aBOEBAH
(TobO0i1) HE B Ujee TONBKO, a Ha Jielie—B SKCIIEPUMEHTE. Y 3HAI0
aJpec—HaIUIIy OAPOOHBIN OTKIIMK, & TO HE YBEPEH, TOUIET JIN
OTKpbITKa, nrcan u B Camapkans nociie 0TyeTa Ned, mucan nucan
nocsie No2 mopoOHO—HeE 3Haro, AOUUIO JH. J{JIs Hac OTKpbITa
HOBAas IJ1aBa B IICUXOJIOTMM—KOHKPETHAs, CaMU oneparuu resp.
OTJeNbHBIC (PYHKIIUU B CBETE OCMBICIIEHHOTO IEJIOTO MPEICTAIOT B
HOBOM CBeTe. Y MEHs 4yBCTBO 0JIaroapHOCTHU, PaJjOCTH U
TOPAOCTH.»

[[ToBEpX OTKPBITKH KapaHJAIIOM: |

«He ncuxonorum OTIEeNbHBIX ONepanuid, a ICUXOJIOTHSI CUCTEM. )

1931,

1 aBrycra,
cy6bora /
August 1,
Saturday

Bbirotckuia /
Vygotskii
(cranuus Spueso,
nox CmoneHckom /
Yartsevo station,
near Smolensk)

Nypusa / Luria

[Response to Luria’s letters with Reports Nel-5: most laudatory
assessment and highly emotional, bordering on ecstatic, reaction.
The author emphatically claims that his correspondent has
captured the process of phylogenesis—that is, the evolution of the
species of Homo sapiens— in its actual development.
Announcement of the beginning of a new epoch in their research
and prediction of a tremendous impact of these studies when
presented in the context of European—meaning: international—

psychology:]

((HI/II_Hy OTKPBITOC [HI/ICBMO], MOTOMY YTO 3J1€Ch JOCTATbh KOHBEPT

Brirorckut u
ITy3sipeii, 2004, c. 34
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«The expedition began its work in Uzbekistan with the native
population. The chief work was done in the Alai [sic] Mountain
region, and in the districts (Kishlaki) of Shahimardan, Yordan, and
the adjacent uplands, where the people live under primitive
nomadic conditions. The control territory was the region of the
River Narin (Kishlak Utch-Kurgan), which has a very active
cotton-raising industry and highly developed collective farming,
but with a population still backward culturally. Special attention
was given to those socio-historical factors which influenced the
development of the various stages of culture, and especially those
changes which came as a result of the economic renascence of
Central Asia. For the purposes of the research both territories were
found to be very satisfactory.»

«[...] All these studies will be published in the transactions of the
expedition and some, subsequently, in foreign psychological
journals. The expedition is an attempt at collective experimental
research by a group of psychologists undertaken for investigation
of psychological origins in human development. A similar
expedition will be organized in the summer of 1932 to continue
the same work. The expedition will have an international
character, as it is planned to invite foreign psychologists to
participate in it.»

(b) 1931,
uroib / July

Cf. the map of the
locale (Fergana Valley)
in the entry for:

1931, cepefnHa NIOHA—
nonb /

mid-June—July

1931, Nypws / Luria Bonb¢ranr Kénep / | [OTuer 0 mepBoii aKCHeAMIMH, Mpome e jetoMm 1931 1.] Wolfgang Kohler

3 nekabps, (Mocksa / Moscow) | Wolfgang Kohler / Archive of the
EeeTCzerﬁLér 3 (Bepn /Berlin) | rpenort on the first expedition of summer 1931:] American Philosophical
Thursday Society;

«Schon im Sommer diesen Jahres sandte ich Thnen meine Griisse

Partially published in:
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aus / Mittel-Asien; ich habe eine psychologische Expedition Jlypus, 1994, c. 63-64

angeordnet, und war / in Uzbeckistan von Mai bis September. Das | (in Russian)
Ziel der Expedition war{,} — die / eigentiimlichen Ziige der
psychologischen Prozesse bei Volkern [sic; recte: Volkern], die in
verschie-/denen historischen Verhéltnissen wohnen{,}
nachzuforschen; insoweit war es, wie / ich glaube, die erste Probe,
eine rein-psychologische (nicht ethnologische) / Expedition zu
organizieren. //

Wir waren im Laufe des Sommers in verschieden Teilen von
Mittel-Asi-/en; teilweise in Stadten (wie Samarkand), teilweise in
sehr primitiven / Teilen — wie Alai-Berge, teils —in
Kollektivierten Dorfen (“Kolkhoz’s”), und / wie es mir scheint —
haben recht vieles [sic] interessantes gefunden. Die Hauptthemata
waren: 1. Das Denken als Funktion der historischen Verianderun-
/gen (also: Wort-Anwendung, schlussfolgerndes Denken,
Verstehen von Metapher [sic] / und Symbole, kausales Denken
usw.) 2. Struktur einzelnen psychischen [sic; recte: einzelner
psychischer] / Prozesse (Wahrnehmung: Farbe und
Farbwahrnehmung im Bezug auf das / anschauliche Denken,
geom{etrisch}-opt{ische} Tauschungen, Zeichnen, Struktur des /
Gedichtnisses, Zdhlen usw.); 3. Struktur der Selbstwahrnehmung
in Selbst-/ analyse, 4. Probleme wie: sinnvolles und sinnloses
Verhalten, Feld- und / Willensverhalten usw. 14 Mitarbeiter waren
mit mir und ca 12 / Themata waren vorbereitet; im Laufe des
Sommers haben wir bis 600 indi-/viduelle Protokole gesammelt. //
Ich kann Thnen selbstverstdndlich iiber die Resultate sehr wenig in
diesem / Brief mitteilen; ich fiihle aber, dass es eine recht reiche
Summe von / ganz neuen Daten in die Psychologie bringen kann;
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dieses Jahr werde ich / an der Bearbeitung des Materials sein. //
Die Eindriicke, die wir gewonnen haben, erlauben uns zu sagen,
dass / als Folge des nicht-Kategorialen, sondern mehr anschaulich-
Komplexen Den-/kens die Struktur der psychologischen Prozesse
in primitiveren Verhéltnissen // [2] // sich in vielen Richtungen
von unseren unterscheidet. So ist die Struk-/tur solcher Prozesse,
wie des Vergleichens, der Klassifikation und der Ordnung / des
Zidhlens usw, des Gedichtnisses in vielen Richtungen verschieden,
und / anstatt der Gesetze der aktiven verbalen Organisation traten
hier mehr die / Gesetze der optischen (oder praktischen?),
unmittelbaren Organisation zum Vor-/schein. Sehr eigenartige
Resultate haben wir auch bei den Wahrnehmungs-/versuchen
bekommen. In System des anschaulichen Denkens ist, z.B. / eine
sehr ausgeprigte sachliche Einstellung zu den Farben und
geometri-/schen Formen zu beobachten. [...]»*

[[Ipurnamenue K y4acTHIO BO BTOPOM 3KCHEAMIINY, JieToM 1932 r.

2 Apxus Kénepa B amepuxarckoM dusocodekom obmectse (American Philosophical Society). ®parment nucsma ony6iukosan B E. A. Jlypus, 1994, c. 63-64, 31ech UIMTHPYETCs 110 TOMY M3IaHuI0. [Ipy yOIMKaluK MMCbMO
OmMO0YHO JATUPOBAHO 13 mexalps:

«O1nM 1erom s nocnan Bam moit npuser u3 Cpenneit Asun. S opraHn30Balt ICHXOTOTHYECKYIO SKCIEANIHIO H ObUT B Y30€KHCTaHe ¢ Mas 10 CeHTAOpS. Llenbro skcneaumum ObIN McciIe[oBaHus CBOEOOPa3HbIX (hopM
HCHXHYECKUX TPOLIECCOB Y HAPOJIOB, )KMBYIIHX B PA3HBIX HCTOPUYECKHX YCIOBHSX; TAKUM 00pPa30M 3TO ObLIO, KaK 51 [0JIAralo, IIepBOii MONBITKOH OPraHU30BaTh YUCTO NICUXONOTHYECKYIO (HE STHOrpahUIEcKyi0) IKCIEUIIHIO.
MBI — Kak MHE Ka)kKeTCsl, HalllTH JISHCTBUTENHFHO MHOTO HHTepecHOro. OCHOBHBIMH TeMaMH dKCIeuIy Obumn: 1. MbImienne kak GyHKIUS, TOJBEp/KEHHAs HCTOPUUECKHM H3MEHEHUM (2 NMEHHO — MPOIIECC
CJIOBOYNOTpEOIICHNS, yMO3aKIIFOUEHNs], TOHNMaHNe MeTaop U CHMBOJIOB, JIOTHYECKOE MBIIIIIEHUE 1 TaK Janee;); 2. CTPyKTypa OTAENbHBIX IICHXHYECKHX IPOIECCOB (B YaCTHOCTH, BOCTIPHATHS: BOCTIpHATHE (OPM U IIBETA B
CBS3U C 00Pa3HBIM MBIIIICHHEM, ONITHKO-TEOMETPHIECKHE UILTIO3HHU, PUCYHOK; 0COOEHHOCTH 3alIOMUHAHHMSA, c4eTa U T. J1.). OcMBICIEHHOE 1 OECCMBICIIEHHOE, MOJIE3aBUCHMOE TTOBEICHHUE.

YersIpHa AT COTPYHMKOB OBIIM CO MHOW M MOATOTOBHIIN OKOMIO 12 TeM, 3a sieto cobpano mouty 600 MHIMBHIyaTbHBIX IPOTOKOJIOB.

IMorATHO, B MICBME s HEMHOTO MOTY COOOIIHUTE BaM 0 pe3ynbrarax, HO s YyBCTBYIO, YTO OHH MPEACTBAISAIOT COOOH Upe3BhIYaiiHO OOTaThIi HOBBIMH JUIS TICHXOJNOTHY (h)aKTaMH MaTepHal: 3TOT TOJ s TIOCBAILY ero 00paboTke.
Brieuatnenus, KoTopble MbI TIEPEKHIIH, TAIOT BO3MOKHOCTD YTBEPIKAATh, YTO CTPYKTYpa MCUXOJOTHYECKHX MPOIIECCOB B IPUMHUTHBHBIX YCIOBUAX PE3KO OTJAMYHA OT HalIeH 110 MHOXKECTBY MOKa3aTesel — 3Ta pasHuIa
00ycIIOBIIEHA HE KaTeropHalbHBIM, a KOMIUIEKCHBIM, 00pPa3HBIM XapaKTepOoM MBIIUICHHUS. Takke BO MHOTOM Pa3lIMYHbI IPOIECCHl CPAaBHEHHS, KIIACCH(HUKAIINN, TTOPS/KA CUeTa | T. J.; TaMATH; W, BMECTO 3aKOHOB aKTUBHOM
BepOabHOI OpraHU3aIiy TOBEJICHNUS], 371€Ch BBISBIISFOTCS 3aKOHBI 3DHTENBHOMH (MM MPAKTHYECKONH?) — T. €. HEMOCPeCTBEHHOI OpraHM3aliy.

CoBepIeHHO 0COOEHHBIE PE3yIbTaThl MbI TIOTYYHIN HPH MCCIIEA0BAHUN BOCHIPUATHS. B cucteme 06pa3HOro MBINITIEHUS OTYETIMBO BBISBIIAETCS, HAPUMEp, yCTAHOBKA HA KOHKPETHOE BOCTIPUATHE TEOMETpUUIECKHX Gopm 1
YHCTHIX IIBETOB. [...]»

130



ISSN 2076-7099

MCcMXoNornMyecknin >KypHan AcHULKNIA / Yasnitsky
MexayHapOAHOTO YHUBEPCHTETa IPHPOIbI, OOIIECTBA U YenoBeKa «/{yOHa» Ne 3, C. 114_166, 2013
Dubna Psychological Journal WWW.psyanima.ru

[1nan BTOpO# SKCHEeTUIINH |

/

[Invitation to take part in the second expedition, in summer 1932.
The plan of the second expedition:]

«Jetzt komme ich zu dem praktischen Theil meines Briefes. //
Ich mochte Thnen einen Vorschlag machen. Wollen Sie an der
zweiten / Psychologischen Expedition nach Zentral-Asien, im
Sommer 1932 teilnehmen? / Ich glaube{,} dass es uns gelingen
wird, eine zweite Expedition an[zu]ordnen und / sie soll einen
internationalen Charakter haben. Als Grundaufgabe soll // [4] //
die Untersuchung der Abhéngigkeit der Struktur der
psychologischen Prozesse von / der [sic; recte: den] historischen
Verhiltnisse [sic; recte: Verhdltnissen] bleiben; da in Zentral-
Asien jetzt ein merkwiirdiger / Prozess der Kollektivisation [sic]
und des schnellen Uebergang [sic; recte: Ubergangs] zu neuen
gesellschaftlichen / Formen zu beobachten ist, — so wird die
psychologische Forschung ein ungemein / interessantes Material
haben. Ich glaube — die Hauptthemata kénnen als oben / erwahnt
bleiben: die Struktur des Denkens, die Gesetze der Wahrnehmung,
der / verbalen und optischen Organisation des Verhaltens, die
Personlichkeit und der einzel-/nen psychologischen Prozesse wie
Ziahlen, Messen, Verstehen, usw. — Sie konnen / natiirlich auch
das zufiigen [sic; recte: hinzufiigen] was Ihnen interessant zu sein
scheint. //

Wenn Sie mitgehen moechten, so bekommen Sie zwei (oder
mehrere) / Mitarbeiter, von denen ein Russe, der deutsch spricht
(das kann Dr. Vygotski / oder jemand aus Moskau sein) und ein
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Uzbecke, der russisch beherrscht und / der Thnen immer zur Hand
stehen wird. //

Die Pline sind so: wir sollen den [sic; recte: am] 1. Juni in
Samarkand zusammentreffen / (sie [sic; recte: Sie] kommen nach
Moskau und werden von dort nach Samarkand abgeholt: / es sind
4% mit {dem} Schnellzug, Schlafwagen); dort findet ein Seminar
statt, / wo die Themata, Methoden und Prinzipien besprochen und
Vorversuche ge-/halten werden; das dauert bis 20 Juni, dann gehen
wir nach der Expe-/dition, die zum 1 August abgeschlossen sein
muss. Wir wihlen eine / Gegend 4 Tage von Samarkand entfernt;
die Gegend heist Jagnob, / liegt im Gissar-Gebirge und ist sehr
primitiv; der Weg dorthin ist / ziemlich schwer (man muss
teilweise zu Fuss oder mit Eseln gehen); dort / wohnt ein Volk das
sich “Jagnobi” oder “Macedoni” nennt (man glaubt — / dass es
mit den von Alexander dem Grossen nachgebliebenen Leuten zu
tun hat), ist / aber sehr primitiv. Diese Marschroute kann aber mit
einer anderen — nach / Tadjikistan oder Berg-Kirgisen ersetzt
werden. //

Die Expedition soll Thnen michts kosten. Alle Kosten tibernehmen
unsere / wissenschaftliche [sic; recte: wissenschaftlichen] Institute,
teilweise — Akademie von Wissensch{aften} des Uzbekistans. /
Sie werden eine Einladung fiir 1-2 Vortrage bekommen, und das
wird noch mit / ca. 1000 Rbl. bezahlt. Dazu haben Sie hier noch
1000 Rbl. (ich weiss / nicht genau) als Honorar fiir Gestalt-
Psychology (die im Winter erscheinen / wird) und das wird ganz
genug fiir alles sein. Ich bin ganz ueberzeugt, / dass — wenn diese
Expedition uns gelingen wird — wir vieles fiir die Psychologie /
machen konnen werden. Ich hoffe, dass auch Herr Lewin und
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Koftka mitgehen / werden. Vielleicht wiirde es auch gut sein Prof.
Thurnwald einladen [sic; recte: einzuladen]?»

1932,

6 mapTa,
BOCKpeceHbe /
March 6, Sunday

Nypwa / Luria Bonbgranr Kénep / | [ABTop coxaineer, 4ro oteeT Kénepa ¢ KOMMEHTapHsIMH Ha
(Xapexos / Wolfgang Kohler | ;;ocnenopanms onTuyeckux WTIO3Hil B HIEPBOH CpeIHEa3uaTCKOM
Kharkov) (Bepaun / Berlin) N

sKcIeauIMY, npouenueit nsetom 1931 rona, okasancs
HEUHUTACMBIM: |
/
[The author regrets that Kohler’s response with his comment on
the studies of optical illusions that were conducted during the first
expedition to Central Asia in the summer of 1931 turned out
unreadable:]

«Erhalten Sie meinen herzlichsten Dank fiir Thre liebenswiir-/dige
Antwort; ich habe langst auf sie gewartet, und nun hab'/ ich sie.
Nur eine Schwirigkeit liegt vor: ich konnte — gemein-/sam mit
meinen Freunden — etliche Theile des Briefes ... nicht / lesen
konnen, und wegen der halb-stenographieschen Handschrift /
gingen fiir mich gerade die interessantesten Theile Ihres
Schreibens / wo Sie ueber die Tduschungsexperimente sprechen
— verloren! / Ist es nicht schade — von lhnen eine Antwort zu
bekommen, / und die Zeilen ueber die interessantesten
Forschungsfragen nicht / lesen zu kénnen?!... //»

[[Ipurnamenue K y9acTUIO B CICIYIOIIEH, ITTAHUPYEMOU, caMOi
OoubIION 3KCTeauImH, TeToM 1933 roxal

/

[An invitation to take part in the subsequent—as projected, the
largest ever—expedition in the summer of 1933:]

Apxus Kénepa B
AMCPUKaHCKOM
bunocopcrom
obmectBe (American
Philosophical Society).
Unpublished; an
excerpt quoted in:

van der Veer &
Valsiner, 1991, p. 290-
291 (in English)
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«Es tut mir sehr leid, dass Sie nicht imstande sind mit uns / nach
Mittelasien zu kommen. Daher haben wir folgendes / entschlossen:
die grosse Expedition verlegen wir zum Sommer / 1933, —
vielleicht wird es Ihnen gelingen dann mitzugehen! / Dieses Jahr
findet eine kleine, preliminire Forschungsreise /
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consciousness, self-analysis, and set (attitude, Einstellung):]

«...Ich erwarte ausserordentlich viel von un- / serer Reise mit
Herrn Koffka: wir haben / jetzt zwei Varianten -eine Kaukasus-/
Expedition nach Swanetien (ein sehr inte- / ressantes Land im
Hochgebirge, von der Welt / ganz abgeschnitten) und die Mittel- /
asiatische Reise; die ndchsten Wochen werden uns eine
Entscheidung geben, welche / von Beiden gewahlt wird. //
Griissen Sie Herrn Koffka recht herzlich / und sagen Sie ihm, dass
wir auf ihn war- / ten!//

Wissen Sie nicht etwas Neues iiber die / Entwicklung der
Personlichkeit, Selbst- / bewusstsein, Selbstanalyse und der Ein-
/stellung zu sich selbst und zu den An- / deren?//

Das soll ein Kapitel von unseren [sic; recte: unserer] 1. Expe-/
dition sein, bei der Bearbeitung dessen ich /jetzt bin: einige
Experimente scheinen mir / klar zu machen, dass das
Selbstbewusstsein / kein primédrer Vorgang ist und das{s} er [SicC;
recte: es] eine / sehr interessante historische Entwicklung durch-
/macht{,} indem er [sic; recte: es] vom begrifflichen Denken ab- /
héngt, von der Situationsbeschreibung (an- / statt Selbstanalyse)
anfangt und nur sehr / spit und auf sehr hohem Grade der Entwi /
ckelung zum Selbstbewusstsein im psycholo- / gischen Sinne
kommt. Die Experimente /von Central-Asien sind hier reizend! //»
«Schreiben Sie mir Ihre Amerikanischel Adresse, und ich werde
Ihnen Briefe /von der Expedition schreiben.»

1932, [TpennonoxurensHas aata orbes3na Kopdxu nz Amepuku CwMm. ucemo Jlypun
11 'V'a’;' _ _ / Kénepy ot 6 mapra
Kﬁ:iall The assumed date of Koffka’s departure from America 1932r./
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Wednesday Cf. Luria’s letter to
Kohler of March 6,
1932
1932, Koddxa npudsL1 B Bepaun ITucemo Koddxu
18 mas, / Xappoyep ot 22 Mast
Kﬁ:ﬂa/ Koffka arrived in Berlin 1932 r. (cM. Huxe) /
y 18, — —
Wednesday Koffka’s letter to
Harrower of May 22,
1932 (see below)
1932, Kypr Kothhka / Mo Xappoyep / | «Since Wednesday, | have been in Berlin, seeing people and trying | Apxus Xappoyep,
22 mas, Kurt Koffka Molly Harrower | tg get a visa. So far my efforts have been a complete failure, asa | apxus o ucropuu
ﬁ;’;’;p;;egz%ay (Mocksa / Moscow) g;’clgfy“i‘gg}; matter of fact | have become accustomed to the idea that | will not | amepuxarckoii
' Northampton, MA) | be able to go to Russia at all. I had deferred all my purchases and | mcuxonorum.

had begun to make other plans. Then I received a wire from Luria
saying that the visa had been sent by telegraph. So | suppose |
shall not get everything | need tomorrowy.

«...Plans are now fairly definite, after five or six days in
Samarkand, we take a train to Fergana about two days, and then go
by cart and on foot, to a mountain village, which will be our
headquarters. About 30 miles from the nearest station. These
excursions across the main range of the Alai Mountains of the Alai
Valley.»

Ony0auKoBaHO B
Harrower, M., 1983, pp.
143-144.
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1932, The itinerary of the trip
EI"}"(‘;"I']"I;][_"'H“;'JZO reconstructed on the
asrycral basis of:
/ (a) Koffka’s letter to
[May-]June- Harrower of May 22,
July[-beginning 1932 (Harrower, 1983,
of August] pp. 143-144)
(b) Luria’s letter to
Kohler of December 3,
1931

(both see above) and
(c) Koffka-Harrower
correspondence of May
1932 through
September 1934
(published in Harrower,
1983; see below)
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1932,

27 mas,
arauna /

May 27, Friday

Koddxa npudsut B Mocksy /
Koffka arrived in Moscow

[Tucemo Koddxu
Xappoyep ot 30 mas
1932 r. (cm. Huxe) /
Koftka’s letter to
Harrower of May 30,
1930 (see below)

1932, Kypr Kodcpka / Crymareny, Joknan Ha remy Die (I Apxus Kopdxu, apxus
29 mas, Kurt Koffka UuctuTyT Uberwindung des 110 HCTOPHH
e Soray | | ockea Moscou) | Aemonor Mechanismus in der amepuKaHCKOii
Audience at the modernen Psychologie P it g dn Meskn s IICUXOJIOTHHL.
Institute of (HpeoILOJIeHHe Ly natyiseses fpeleitn BriocneactBuu nokian
Psychology MexaHusMa [T.e., bty ashotlin - Hanl Il T4 | Gbu OITyOJIMKOBaH KakK:
(Moscow) MexaHunusmal B i Reen
COBPEMEHHOI e M Koddxka, K. (1932).
TICHXOJIOTUH g R I[Ipeononenue
/ MECXaHUCTHUUYCCKUX U
Koftka’s lecture titled BUTAJTUCTUYECKUX
Die Uberwindung des TeueHuil B
Mechanismus in der COBPEMEHHOM
modernen Psychologie TICUXOJIOTHH.
(Overcoming [Tcuxonorus, 5(3), 59-
mechanicism in 69
contemporary
psychology)
-
1932, Kypr Kodhka / Mo Xappoyep / | «My fourth day in Moscow begins...» Apxus Xappoyep,
30 mas, Kurt Koffka Molly Harrower | | have been given my forwarding address Fergana, Uzbekistan, | apxus o ucropuu
nonepexbrnk / | (Mocksa /Moscow) | (Hoprrewrton, post Kasten 26, Dr. Mortkovich. But it will take some time before | amepukanckoit

May 30, Monday

Maccauycertc /
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Northampton, MA)

we reach that destination...»

«The first two evenings I spent in theatres[:] the first in the grand
Opera and the second in one of the theatres of the Moscow Art
Theatre. Both very excellent performances, both theatres filled to
capacity. Last night was the longest performance of all, my lecture
at the State Institute of Psychology. It had been scheduled for 7
pm, but did not start till 7.30, there were quite 300 people in the
audience, filling the whole room + gallery. Most of them
understood German, but since a good many did not, Professor
Vigotski, a most charming man, acted as my interpreter.

| talked for about 5-10 minutes + then he gave the most fluent
translation you can imagine, he talked much more fluently than I,
+ it seemed to me for a much longer time. [...] Tonight we are
going to have a more informal discussion of experimental
problems. My topic last night, which I forgot to mention, was:
“Die Uberwindung des Mechanismus in der Modernen
Psychologie”. (I don’t know an English equivalent for
Uberwindung).»

«Soon Luria and Lenitcha [sic] will be here, Lenitcha is Miss
Mortkovich, the Russian physician at whose house we are going to
live in the mountain village, Shaki Mordan, our future
headquarters. So you see we shall be well cared for. Miss M. is
one of our party.

I shall be speaking about your work tonight. [Sergei] Eisenstein,
who had heard a little of it was fascinated...».

TICUXOJIOTHH.
Ony06sMKOBaHO B

Harrower, M., 1983, pp.

144-147.

1932,

HE paHee

30 mas—MutoHb /
not before

Bbirotckuin /
Vygotskii
(Jlenunrpan /
Leningrad)

Crnymarenu,
Jlenunrpanackuit
[1€1arOrnYeCcKuit
WHCTUTYT WM.

[Stenographic record of Vygotsky’s lecture. A reference to the
“Koffka’s recent visit to Moscow”:]

Jlexuus B JIT'TIY,

CTCHOI'paMMa XpaHUTCA

B apXHUBC MHCTUTYTA.
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May 30—June I'epuena «[Kypt] JIeBrH NpuxoIuT K BBIBOJLY, YTO C IOMOIIBIO Omny0nukoBaHa B
,(AJ\IuedHizI:ggZi[)ttﬁe CBOCOOPA3HOI0 MEXaHW3Ma B IKCIICPUMEHTaX ¢ OECCMBICIICHHOM cOopHHKE paboT
Herzen Leningrad CUTYyallMel YeJI0BEK MILET Kak Obl OIIOPHYIO TOUKY BOBHE U uepe3 | Brirorckoro (1960) u
Pedagogical HEe ONpe/IessieT TaK HITH MHAaYe COOCTBEHHOE TTOBEICHHE. nepens3iana BO BTOPOM
Institute Hanpumep, B 01HO 13 TaKUX Cepuil SKCIIEPUMEHTATOP JOJITO HE | TOME COOpaHHs ero
BO3BPAIIAJICS K UCIIBITYEMOMY, HO M3 IPYroil KOMHATHI HAOIk0Ial | COYMHEHUH (CM.
3a TeM, YTO OH JIeJIacT. |[...] Brirorckuii, 1932/1982,
00 ananornuHbIx onbitax (00 ombitax T[amapsi] dem0O0 Hax c. 463). IIpu
0eCcCMBICIIEHHBIMU JICHCTBUSIMHI ) MHE HEIABHO IPULILIOCH yOIMKauy OUIMO0YHO
CJIBIIATh BO BpeMs npedbiBanust Koddku B Mockse. JIaTHPOBaHA MapPTOM-
anpenem 1932 rona.
1932, [OT6BITHE 13 MOCKBBI, HAYaI0 BTOPOH IKCIEIUIIUH] 13 BOCITIOMHHAHUIA
1 vioHs, cpena / / Ko dxu o moeszke;
\J,\l;:;ni’sday [Departure from Moscow, the beginning of the second expedition:] | mxcemo k Xappoyep ot
20 centsiOpst 1934 r.
«A sunny afternoon on the first of June in Moscow. | am at the ApxuB Xappoyep,
Kasan station, to leave with three Russian colleagues for our apXuB TI0 HCTOPHUU
expedition to Central Asia...» aMEpUKaHCKOU
— — TICHIXOJIOTHIH.
OnyOnrKoBaHO B
Harrower, M., 1983, p.
156.
CM. Takxe miaaH
BTOPOM AKCHETUIINN B
nuceMe Jlypun Kénepy
ot 3 nexabps 1931.
1932, [[TpuOkITHE B TammkeHT, Ha4aJIo NMepBOi (a3bl CpeIHea3naTCKON W3 BocTiOMHHAHUI
5 ntoHs, o o yacTtn skcneauimu (TamkenT)] Koddxu o noesxe;
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BOCKpeceHbe /
June 5, Sunday

/
[Arrival in Tashkent, the beginning of the first phase of the Central
Asian part of the expedition proper:]

«We had arrived in Tashkent late in the afternoon on Sunday.»

IIACBMO K Xappoyep OT
20 centsiOps 1934 r.
Apxus Xappoyep,
apXUB MO UCTOPHHU
aMEpPUKaHCKOMN
IICUXOJIOTHH.
Ony0aMKOBaHO B
Harrower, M., 1983, p.
163.

Cwm. Takxe mian
BTOPOM AKCHEAULIUN B
nucbMme Jlypun Kénepy
ot 3 nexabpst 1931.

1932,

9 MIOHS, yeTBepr
/June 9,
Thursday

[[Tepeesn u3 Tamkenta B CamapkaH 1, Ha4aja0 BTOPOi (a3bl
cpenHeasnarcko yactu skcneauimu (Camapkan)]

/
[Transit from Tashkent to Samarkand, the beginning of the second
phase of the Central Asian part of the expedition:]

«We left [Tashkent] early on the following Thursday on the train
to Samarkand. [...] In the evening we arrived at Samarkand station
from where it is a fairly long drive to the city and the hotel.»

N3 BocnomuHaHuit
Koddxu o moesake;
IACBMO K Xappoyep oT
20 centsiOpst 1934 r.
Apxus Xappoyep,
apXuB 1O UCTOPHUH
aMEpPUKaHCKOU
MICUXOJIOTHH.
OnyOnrKoBaHO B
Harrower, M., 1983, p.
163-164.

Cwm. Taxoxe mian
BTOpPOH 3KCIEINLINNU B
nuceMe Jlypun Kénepy
ot 3 nexadps 1931.
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1932,

15 nioHs, cpena /
June 15,
Wednesday

Kypt Kothdpka /
Kurt Koffka
(Camapkann /
Samarkand)

Caymarenn:
Y4YaCTHUKHA
JKCIICAUIINH,
BEPOATHO TK.
MecTHEIE CTYACHTBI
M CIIELUAIUCTEI /
Audience:
participants of the
expedition, also
possibly local
students and
professionals

NoBsefeHve B
rewranbT
ncuxonorum
(Behaviour in
Gestalt Psychology).
Jlexius, n3HAYaJIbHO
[IPOYUTAHHAS B
Ctaudopackom
YHUBEPCUTETE B
cpeny, 7 aBrycra
1929 rona.
[IpounTana Ha
HEMEIIKOM SI3bIKE B
[[Temaroruueckoii]
AxangemMuu B
Camapkanze B
cpeny, 15 utons
1932 1. (B
COIPOBOXKACHUU
nepesoja Jlypumn).
/

Behaviour in Gestalt
Psychology. Lecture
originally delivered
at Stanford
University on
Wednesday, August
7, 1929. Presented in

ApxuB Koddxu, apxus
110 UCTOPUU
aMEpUKaHCKOMN
IICUXOJIOTUH.
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German at the
Academy in
Samarkand on
Wednesday, June
15" 1932 (Luria
interpreting).

1932, Ot16bITHE N3 CaMapKaHaa ¥ HA4aJIo TPEThel (a3bl BTOPOH [Mucemo Koddxu k

16 ntons, cpenneasuarckoi akcneauimu (1932): myremiectsue B Xappoyep ot 22 uioH,

\‘JIETnBeelig’/ OT/IaJICHHBIE paliOHbI BOCTOYHOTO Y30ekucrana (Deprana u ee 1932 (cM. HUXKE).

Thursday okpecTHOCTH; cenenue [Tanman nog @epranoit). CoraacHo CM. Takke miaH
M3HaYaJIbHOMY IUTaHy, oTObITHE U3 Camapkanna—20 utoHs, 1932. | BTOpO# sKCIEeUINH B
/ nucbme Jlypun Kénepy

Departure from Samarkand and the beginning of the third phase of | ot 3 nexabps 1931
the second expedition to Central Asia (1932): the trip to remote /

districts of eastern Uzbekistan (Fergana Valley: the town of Koftka’s letter to
Fergana and adjacent territories; the village Palman near Fergana). | Harrower of June 22,
According to the original plan, departure from Samarkand was 1932 (see below). Also,
scheduled for June 20, 1932. see the plan of the

second expedition
(1932) in Luria’s letter
to Kohler of December
3, 1931
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1931,

cepeguHa
WIOHA—WNI0Nb /
mid-June—July

Topography and hydrography
of the Ferghana Valley

KAZAKHSTAN

Chardara

Reservoir o

Tashkent 2
UZBEKISTAN

O S HK

The last two phases (third
and fourth) of Luria-
Koffka expedition of
1932: to the relatively
“cultured,” collectivized
lowland Fergana Valley
(town Fergana and the
adjacent village Palman),
and the relatively
economically and
culturally
underdeveloped,
“primitive” Sakhimardan
exclave of Uzbekistan in
Kyrgyzstan’s Alai
Mountains (the villages
Shakhimardan and
Jordan, located strictly to
the south from the town
of Fergana).
Reconstructed according
to Luria’s and Koftka’s
published and archival
documentary accounts.
Cf. the entry for:

1931, 16 okTA6pa /
October 16 and Luria,
1931.
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1932,

22 u 25 nioHA,
cpena u cyobora /
June 22 and 25,
Wednesday and
Saturday

Kypt Kothdpka /
Kurt Koffka
(ManmaH, 0KOJIO
Depranbl / “Palman
bei Fergana”)

Mo Xappoyep /
Molly Harrower
(HoptremmnToH,
Maccauycerc /
Northampton, MA)

«... The start was rather horrid. Twenty hours by train, from
Samarkand to Fergana. Or rather, a station some five miles away.
We left Samarkand last Thursday night, a party of nine.»

«The next day, brought a change in our plans, Fergana was to have
been the starting point for Shaki Mordan, our mountain village.
But with my usual luck, I spoiled even the weather of Central
Asia. A terrible thunderstorm had, on the previous day, broken
over the mountains, and carried away all the bridges! It would take
several days to clear the road. Therefore, we decided to make our
first experiment in a somewhat more civilized district, a village,
Kishlak, a native village some fifteen miles from Fergana.»

«The people here, our subjects, are absolutely charming.

Suave, courteous, keen, hospitable. This whole Kishlak is
collectivized and forms a Kolkhos, i.e. they own and work the land
together. They make a profit according to the amount and kind of
work they put into it. Their chief work is cotton growing; they are
happy looking people, with always a smile in their eyes.»

«The experiments seem to be quite interesting. But of course | am
lonely. I don’t know the language and very few members of the
expedition know mine. Besides, they are different people.
Different from me, | mean, that, even without language
difficulties, 1 do not feel quite at home with them. | am terribly
glad I came. I have seen things I could have known nothing about.
And | am learning a great deal from my work here. But | am sure
that when the time comes | shall be ready to leave without regret.
We shall stay in this place for about one more week, then go back
to Fergana, where | hope to find news from you at last, and to
Shaki Mordan, which | expect to be in some way the climax of

Apxus Xappoyep,
apXUB MO UCTOPHUHU
aMEpPUKaHCKOMN
IICUXOJIOTHH.
Ony0nuKoBaHO B

Harrower, M., 1983, pp.

147-150.

[Ipu moaroToBke
PYKOITHCH KHUTH U B
myOIMKauu BTOpas
JacTh MACHhMa
OImMUOOYHO JaTUPOBAHA
23 urons.
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everything»

[3amuce ot 25 urons] /

[the record of June 25:]

«... I add a few words to make this letter ready for the post. [...] I
was out with my special assistant, a little Tatar woman, who
speaks excellent German and Uzbek, to make experiments. But at
this time of day, morning, everybody is busy in the field. [...]
Still the natives here are wonderful. My pet is a miller, about 45
years of age, illiterate, but intelligent. And with such kindliness in
his face, such modesty. Quite medieval.»

1932,

26 nioH4,
BOCKpeceHbe /
June 26, Sunday

Beirotcknit / Crnymarteny, [Stenographic record of Vygotsky’s lecture. A reference to the

Vygotskii Axagemus “lecture of Koffka, who has recently been to Moscow™:]
(Mockga / MOSCOW) | KOMMYHHCTHYIECKOT
0 BOCIIUTaHUS UM. . .
H. K. Kpyrckoii «...ITepsble paboTsl Beprraiimepa, Kénepa, Kopdxu 66un
(Mocksa) / HaIpaBJIE€HbI HA TO, YTOOBI HAMETUTH HOBYIO JTUHUIO
Audience of the UCCIIeIOBaHMsI, KOTOpast CTOsUIA Obl HaJl MEXaHUIIU3MOM U
:I\.Kd Krups}lfaya BUTAIM3MOM. MEKITy IPOYMM, 3TON TeMe ObLIT OCBAIIEH JTOKIIAJT
cademy o
C ommur):i ot Koddxu, HenaBHo ObiBiIero B MockBe, J0KJaj1, B KOTOPOM

Education 0COOEHHO SIPKO OTPA3HIIUCh BCE CJIA0bIE CTOPOHBI ATOM MOIBITKU.
S He craHy M3y1araTh 3TOro J0KJIazaa B LEIOM, COLUIIOCH Ha
Han0oJee ICHO BCIIOMUHAIOIIYIOCS YaCTh 3TOT0 JOKJIa/1a, YTOObI
HaMETUTb MOMEHTBI, ONIPENETSAIOUINE BCIO CTPYKTYPHYIO
MICUXOJIOTHIO B €€ MONBITKAX IPEOJI0JICHNUS MEXaHUIIU3Ma U
BuTanuiMa. CBoeoOpas3ue 3TOM MONBITKY 3aKII0YaeTCs B
HECKOJIbKUX MOMEHTAX...»

Jloknan B AkageMuun
KOMMYHHUCTHYECKOIO
BocnuTanus (AKB) nm.
H. K. Kpyncko#.
Ony6nuKoBaH ¢
pPEeNaKTOPCKOM MPaBKOMI
KaK:

Breirorckuit, 1932/1960
B Brirorcknii, 1960, c.
474,

3nech gatupyercs u
LUTUPYETCS 110 3TOMY
n3nanuo. B
MyOJIMKAIUIO
[IECTUTOMHOTO
coOpaHHsi COUMHEHUHN
Brirorckoro noxian He
BOILIEJL.
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1932,

26 NOHA,
BOCKpeceHbe /
June 26, Sunday

Bobirotckunin /
Vygotskii
(Mockga / Moscow)

Nypwusa [ Luria

[Now news from Moscow and best greetings to Koffka and
others:]

«31eck Bce BOKpyYT mo-crapomy... [Ipuser Koffka, [llemsakuny, JI.
MOpIKOBHY U IPYTUM TOBAPHUIIaM, KOTOPbIE MEHS 3HAIOT
«[Tumm 06 OIMBITax U BEIM MX CO BCEH YBEPEHHOCTHIO B
00BEKTUBHOM KX OOJIBIIIOM 3HAYEHHH U 0COOOM 3HAYEHUH ISt
Hacy

Breirorckuii u
[Ty3sipeii, 2004, c. 35

1932,
1 vons, naranIa
[ July 1, Friday

Kypt Kothdpka /
Kurt Koffka
(®eprana /
Fergana)

Mo Xappoyep /
Molly Harrower

[Hauano uerBeproii (v mocienHeit) ¢hasbl cpeHea3snaTcKoi yacTu
skcnenunmu: oTopiTre u3 depransl B [1laxumapaaHCKuii SKCKIIaB,
nocénok laxumapaan]

/

[The beginning of the fourth (and the last) phase of the Central-
Asian part of the expedition: from Fergana to Shakhimardan
exclave of Uzbekistan in Kirgizia, the small town of Sakhimardan)

«...We left Palman yesterday and spent the night in the
Pedagogical Institute at Fergana and are to start by motor bus
sometime today. | was assured by Luria that 2 p.m. would be the
very latest but | have my doubts. [...] Palman was really very
beautiful and thoroughly genuine. The simple country folk in a
native village. And yet | was glad to go because of the millions of
flies which made life a burden. Shaki Mordan our next and final
station must be marvelous from all I hear. About 5,000 feet above
sea level, a true resting place. Today the president of the Republic,
Uzbekistan, and the president of the neighboring Republic,
Kirghizstan, are going to spend a few restful weeks there. The
president of the GPU here is going with us.

Apxus Xappoyep,
apXuB MO UCTOPHUHU
aMEpPUKaHCKOM
MICUXOJIOTHH.
Ony0aMKOBaHO B
Harrower, M., 1983, pp.
150.
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It’s one o’clock; we are still supposed to leave at 2. And | still
have to pack and take this letter to the post office, so I’d better
stop.»
1932, Kairakkum- 50 km . [Mocnenuss (yeTBepTas)
nonb / July e USBEKISTAN . ' dasa sxcneuuun
J--/_ A f_t—:/J' (1932)
il £ [laxumapaaHcKuii
) ®Chong-Kara skckiaB Y3CCP
TADSCHIKISTAN /
The last (i.e., fourth)
phase of the expedition
(1932): Shakhimardan
. . ;
50" % chohimarden® (allas_. Shahimardan,
. Shohimardon) exclave
Voruch of Uzbek Soviet
KIRGISISTAN Socialist Republic
4
_{JKlrgmmtapJ_,« _
N alint TADSCHIKISTAN
T
1932, Bobirotckunia /
13 vionsa, cpema/  Vygotskii
July 13, (SIpueBo
Wednesday [
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obnacts] /
Yartsevo
[Smolensk district])

«O4eHp MHOTOTO (KaK ObI BCJICTYIO HH IIUTH OTIBITHI) JKIY OT
TeOsF—n00 AyMaTh, SIKCIIEPUMEHTUPYSI—3HAUUT OoJiee
IJIOJJOTBOPHO AyMaTh, Jaxe OMIHU0asCh.»

«[Ipuser Koffka, lllemskuny, u apyrum ToBapuinam. Koria
KJATh MUCEM C OTYETaMU U Bac[?]»

1932,

14 u 16 nions,
YeTBEpr U
cy66ora /

July 14 and 16,
Thursday and
Saturday

Kypt Kothdpka /
Kurt Koffka
(®eprana /
Fergana)

Mo Xappoyep /
Molly Harrower

«...And now an explanation why | have not written before and
why | am writing this from Fergana and not Shaki Marden. The
explanation is extremely simple, one word, malaria. We went up to
Shaki Marden on Friday [i.e., July 1], Sunday [July 3] I had my
first attack. On the following Wednesday [July 6] the second
somewhat lighter. On the following Sunday [July 9] my third and
worst. As a consequence | insisted on being brought down to
Fergana for hospital examination and treatment. [...] ...l have
been given, by our man, and most adroitly I’ll admit, an injection
of Biochinol, a second one is to be given to me tomorrow [i.e.,
July 15] and if | get no attack till the day after I shall be declared
cured and go back to Shaki Marden; otherwise | shall probably
leave the expedition and try to get to Berlin as quickly as possible.
In that case | shall send you a wire.

Otherwise you will know that I’'m perfectly alright and enjoying
the remaining fortnight or so [i.e., until, roughly, July 28] in the
mountains of Asia»

«Shaki Marden is nice at first, very impressive indeed, but it is still
quite far from the really high mountains which one sees from the
way up, mountains much higher than Mont Blanc. | am terribly
glad to have seen it, even though I missed the excursion to the blue
lake. Twice | was to have been the guest of the president of the

Apxus Xappoyep,
apXuB MO UCTOPHUHU
aMEpPUKaHCKOM
MICUXOJIOTHH.
Ony0aMKOBaHO B

Harrower, M., 1983, pp.

150-152 & p. 29.
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Republic, twice | was ill on the appointed morning. Once he
cancelled the whole expedition, horses, donkeys and all, but the
second time, of course, he went.»

«In Shaki Marden, | have also for the first time in all these weeks
met an English-speaking person, an Irish woman 32 years old,
black with gray hair creeping in, a nice face, the wife of a Jewish-
Russian scholar who was among the crowd that saw us off at
Moscow [...]»

« At first she disappointed me terribly. Knowing that she would be
there and having practically no books with me | looked forward to
borrowing English books from her but not a single one did she
have. But then she gave me a good suggestion: “If you can’t read
books you must write one”. And so between malaria days or even
on them when the fever had subsided | wrote what is to be a first
chapter of a book on psychology for such students and laymen as
have an interest in the subject without wanting to specialize in it. It
is a book by the way that never will be written though | hope to
finish its first chapter. And that is to justify why | want my readers
to learn psychology and why my particular kind of psychology. I
think you will like what I have done [The beginning of the
unpublished fragment] so far and you maybe able to help me a
good deal with your new historical knowledge (the first chapter of
the Principles of Gestalt Psychology).[The end of the unpublished
fragment.]»

«[P.S. of July 16, 1932]

Fate is against me. | had a rather bad attack yesterday [July 15]
which made the doctor decide in favor of me going to Moscow
and Berlin. So | am supposedly leaving tomorrow night [July 17].
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Don’t worry, I will have a good time in Berlin and there rest more.

[...]

[P.S.2] No, it’s not malaria but a much more harmless
spirochaetosis—so much the better!»

1932,
29 nions,
narauna /

July 29, Friday

Kypt Kothdpka /
Kurt Koffka
(bepnuH-
I'pyneBainbn /
Berlin-Grunewald)

Mo Xappoyep /
Molly Harrower

(BenukoOpuranus?
/ United Kingdom?)

«[Unpublished fragment:]

I shall not go to America before | have shown you that chapter
which I hope to finish here during the next few weeks. How and
when the meeting is to be arranged | cannot tell just yet. It depends
largely on my own plans which again depend largely on the advice
of the doctor. | saw a very good man today recommended to me by
Kohler who thinks that apart from taking some arsenic | shall have
to do nothing but get a complete rest. But since he is leaving for a
holiday and is not acquainted with my particular illness, he has
sent me to a specialist of [sic] tropical diseases whom | shall see
tomorrow. At any rate, my condition is most satisfactory. I’ve had
no attack since the days on Tashkent-Moscow train and in all
likelihood shall have no more attacks.

| suppose that by now you have got the letter which wrote from the
hospital in Fergana so that you know what’s the matter with me.
[...]

The journey back was alright, although | was not very well during
the greater part of the long journey from Tashkent to Moscow. The
Uzbek people have been unbelievably kind and helpful.

[The end of the unpublished fragment.]»

«...Also, a product of my own poetic news, “Nights in Palman.”
You always knew what a poet | was! In Russia, every institution,
be it a school, a university, a factory or what-not, has its own “wall
newspaper” entirely composed of contributions from the members

Apxus Xappoyep,
apXHB 10 UCTOPUU
aMEpPUKaHCKOM
IICUXOJIOTHH.
Ony061MKoBaHoO €
Kymtopamu B Harrower,
M., 1983, pp. 152-154.

[Tpu nyOnukanuu
MECTO HaIlUuCaHUs
MKUChMa OUTMOOYHO
YKa3aHO Kak
«®Depranay. Eme ogna
omuOKa ObL1a
JONYIIIEHA B KHUKHOU
nyoaMKanuu nucbma (u
CTUXOTBOPEHUS)
Kododxu: cnoso
«Chaikhana» nepenano
kak «Chaikhandy.
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of the institution. So our expedition had to have one too, and | was
asked to make an English contribution. | worked very hard on it,
believe me. But the Russians are different from other people.
Although admittedly not one of them understood it completely
since they did not know all the words, | was never asked to read or
explain it. So please give it a kindly smile, it is quite new, only
slightly exaggerated with regard to the fact. A few words of
explanation: ishak—donkey. Chaikhana—tea house. Fiodor
Nicolaevich [Shemiakin]—the nicest Russian of the group who
likes to recite poetry. Kyrill Emilianovich—myself. Alexander
Romanovich is Luria...»

1932, [Ipeamonaraemoe 3aBepIIeHNE CpeHEa3HaTCKON YacTh Cwm. rutad BTOpoi
1 asrycra, } SKCIIEIUIIUH U OTOBITHE B MOCKBY. AKCIEIUIIMU B TUCHME
Z%I;elfsetﬂf ’HHK Jlypuu Kénepy ot 3
Monday nexabpst 1931.
Cf. «Otherwise you will know that I’m perfectly alright and ITucsmo Koddxu
enjoying the remaining fortnight or so [i.e., until, roughly, July 28] | Xappoyep ot 14
in the mountains of Asia.» (3axoHYeHO 16) MroHs,
1932 (cMm. BbIIIE).
1932, Kypr Kodhpka / Mo Xappoyep / | «...Let me first tell you about myself. On Saturday | had a dinner | Apxus Xappoyep,
2 aBrycra, Kurt Koffka Molly Harrower | yith the Kéhlers, I did not feel quite as well as the previous day, ApPXMB 110 UCTOPUH
ZTS g:SP;KZ/ (Bepan / Berlin) but it was very nice indeed. A great chance since Kohler went to aMEpUKaHCKOU
Tuesday Munich the next day.» TICUXOJIOTHH.
«Today I still had a temperature, not very much, so | got up to Ony0IuKOBaHO B

keep my appointment with Prof. Klaus Schilling, director of the Harrower, M., 1983, pp.

¥ In the letter, here follows Koffka‘s poem, Nights in Palman. For the original English text see online, blog entry titled ,,Kurt Koffka (1932): Criut xusoTHOe cobako, oder Ich weifl
nicht, was soll es bedeuten ...“: http://psyhistorik.livejournal.com/70774.html
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Tropical division of the Robert Koch institute. [...] The animal, I
am indebted to for my spirochaetae, is not as | may have told you a
leech, but a tick. The doctor took some blood, and after a long
search discovered a spirochete which he showed me in the
microscope. He ordered an injection of Salvarsan. The place here
is brand new and very good, of course expensive as | wanted a
room to myself. | got the injection yesterday, which sent my
temperature up... | have been ordered to stay in bed through
tomorrow.»

152-154.

1932,

17 aBrycra,
cpena /
August 17,
Wednesday

Bbirotckuia /
Vygotskii

(SIpueso
[Cmomnenckas
obnacts] /
Yartsevo
[Smolensk district])

Nypusa / Luria
(Mocksa? /
Moscow?)

[The author responds to the new Report on the research in Central
Asia: he is excited and is convinced that the publication of the
findings in the West will bring worldwide fame to Luria, the
researcher and his correspondent. He states that this is quite
sufficient not to be disappointed with the outcome of the two
expeditions:]

«Ceituac npuHeciau TBoM Report o6 sxcneannuy, KOTOpbId IpUBEN
MeHsl B BocxulieHue. OHU pe3ysbTaThl 00eUX 3KCIEIUINN, eCH
ObLITH OBl B CHCTEMAaTUYECKON M JIOCTYITHOM JUIA YYEHBIX hopme
OIyOJIMKOBaHBI HA €BPOIIEHCKOM SI3bIKE, 3aCIYXKHIIM ObI MUPOBYIO
M3BECTHOCTB: 51 B 3TOM YOEKJEH. DTO — /I€JI0 BHELIHEHN OLIEHKH.
BHyTpeHHel jxe OLeHKOM 51 He pa3 enuics ¢ TOOOH: 5
IIPOJOJDKAI0 1yMaTh U ceivac, 4to Oyay AymaTh, IOKa MEHS He
pa3y0ensT, YTO SKCIEPUMEHTAIBHO JI0Ka3aHo (Ha (GaKTHUYECKOM
MaTepuaie) — 6osee 6oraTom, 4em B JIIOOOM
ATHOIICUXOJOTMYECKOM HCCIIeIOBaHUHU, U 00JIee YUCTOM U
BepHOM, yeM Lévy-Bruhl ¢punorenernyeckoe Hammuue miacra
KOMIUIEKCHOT'O MBIIIJIEHNS MU 3aBUCUMOM OT HETO MHOW CTPYKTYpBI

Brirorckuii u
ITy3eipeit, 2004, c. 35
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BCEX OCHOBHBIX CUCTEM IICUXUKHU, BCEX INIABHEUILINX BUJOB
JESATEIIBHOCTU—MU B IIEPCIIEKTUBE—CaMOro co3HaHuA. Pa3se 1o
TaK MaJo, 4T00 OBITh HEYJOBIETBOPEHHBIM PE3YJIbTATOM JABYX

OE300K?»
1933, Nypus / Luria [Journal publication. The author refers to a series of psychological | JIypus, A. P., 1933
Hadano roga / (Xapbkos-Mocksa / expeditions and, specifically, mentions the psychological

the beginning of
the year

Kharkov-Moscow) expeditions to Central Asia of 1931 and 1932:]

«...I3yueHue BBICIINX MCUXOJIOTMYECKUX MPOIIECCOB M UX
CTPYKTYpbI HE MOTJIO OCTAThCA B MpejieiaxX MCUXOIOTHYECKUX
nabopaTtopuil U AETCKUX yupexaeHuil. boictpas
COLIMATIUCTHYECKAs PEKOHCTPYKIIUS OKPAuH, IEPEBOIUBIIAS
HapO/Ibl, COXPAHSIBIINE OCTATKHU JABHO MPONACHHBIX
OOIIECTBEHHBIX YKJIA/I0B, K COLIMATUCTHYECKUM (hopMaMm
XO035UCTBA M OOIIECTBEHHBIX OTHOIICHUH, JTaia ICUXOJIOTHH
HOBBIE UCKJIIOUUTEIbHBIE BO3MOKHOCTHU. PAJ1 ICUXO0I0rHYecKux
AKCIEANIMN (Cpeu HUX CIIEyeT OTMETUTh IICUXO0JIOTHYECKHE
skcneauimu B Cpeaaioro Asuro B 1931 u 1932 rr.) co6pan
00J1bI1I0} MaTepuall 0 UCTOPUUYECKON MEPECTPOUKE MBIIIICHUS U
TICUXUKH U BIIEPBbIE CUCTEMATHUECKU MOABEPriu [sic!] Bompoc 06
HMCTOPUYECKOM Pa3BUTHH U U3MEHEHUH JIOTUYECKHUX KaTETOPHA,
MICUXOJIOTHYECKUX (DYHKITUI U CO3HAHUS

1933,

He mo3auee 1
noHsA /
before June 1

BbiroTckuii / [Book chapter publication: introduction to Russian translation of
Vygotskii Koffka’s book on developmental psychology. A reference to the

M -
(Mocksa “lecture of Koffka™:]
Jlenunrpan / —

Moscow- *
Leningrad) «Kak nerko Buaerh u3 noknaga KopQxka , OCBAMEHHOTO dTOM
Hp06JIeMe, OH FJIaBHyIO OIIACHOCTHh ME€XaHUIIM3Ma BUAUT TOJIBKO B

[Ty6nukarus
mojmnMcaHa K rmevyatu 1
utoHs 1933 rona.
Ony6auKoBaHo B:
Brirorckuii, 1934, c.
XXXIV.
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TOM, YTO JKMBOE, CO3HATEIbHOE, CBOAUTCS K MEPTBOMY,
ABTOMATHUYECKOMY, HEOPIraHHYECKOMY)

«[CHOCKa]* Cwm. xxypnain «[Icuxomnorusy», 1932 r. (noknaxn B I'oc.
WH-TE SKCIIEPUMEHTAIBHOM 1cuxoioruu: «[IpoTuB MexaHuImM3Ma
Y BUTAJIM3Ma B COBPEMEHHOMW TICHXOJIOTHH.»))»

[Tpu mybnukanuu
HIECTUTOMHOTO
cOOpaHHsI COUMHECHUIN
Beirorckoro ero
MPEIMCIOBHUE K KHHUTE
Koddxu Bemio B
MIEPBOM TOME; CM.

Breirorckuii, 1934/1982.

1933,
1 ceHTs6ps /
September 1

Jlypusa / Luria
(Mocksa / Moscow)

[[Tyonukanus otuera Jlypuu o Bropoit sxcneaunuu (1932) B
xypHaie Science]

/

[Publication of Luria’s report about the second expedition (1932)
in Science:]

«THE SECOND PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPEDITION TO
CENTRAL ASIA

The second psychological expedition to central [sic] Asia which
took place in the summer of 1932 had for its aim extension of
researches which were undertaken by the first expedition in 1931.
The fundamental aim was the study of those peculiarities of the
psyche which are the result of various historical conditions and to
trace out the fundamental laws in development of psychological
processes. In this respect central Asia is of exceptional interest on
account of the residuals of primitive economic conditions which
are now undergoing tremendous industrial, political and cultural
transformation. This change gives opportunity not only for the
studying of the peculiarities of psychological processes under

Luria, 1933,
pp. 191-192
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various conditions, but also, what is more important, the very
dynamics of the transition from the more elementary
psychological laws to the more complex processes. Just as in the
first expedition the study was undertaken in the region of
Uzbekistan, in which were specially chosen the more primitive
Kishlaks districts as far as their economic, cultural and social
conditions were concerned, such as the Kishlaks of Shahimardan
and Jordan and the grazing kirgiz [sic; recte: Kirgiz] lands in the
Altai [sic; recte: Alai] Mountains, as contrasted with the Kishlaks
of Palman [of Fergana district] with a thorough collectivization,
well-developed cultural work and high industrial organization.»
«In contradistinction to the first expedition not only the adults
were studied, but also the Kishlak youth on whom the cultural
changes must have made a special impression.»

«The expedition was organized by the State Psychological
Institute of Moscow, the Psychological Section of the Ukrainian
Psychoneurological Academy of Kharkov and the Department of
Education of the Uzbek Pedagogical Academy. The expedition
was also backed by People’s Commissariat of Education of the
Uzbek Socialist Soviet Republic and the Government of
Uzbekistan.»

«The immediate aim of the expedition consisted in the further
study of the system of thinking which is characteristic of primitive
societies, the development of the psychological functions in their
thinking and to point out those changes which this thinking
undergoes in social and cultural transformation connected with
socialistic growth. In the account of the first expedition it was
shown that in the primitive community life one finds a specific
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system of thinking which is characterized by its own structure and
by a different rdle [sic] which speech takes in it. A fact was noted
that the main function of this thinking is not the formation of
abstract connections and relationship between symbols, but
reproduction of whole situations, whole complexes closely
connected with specific life experiences; it was pointed out that
separate psychological operations, such as memory, comparison,
generalization and abstraction, are formed in this type of thinking
quite differently, and that with the change of economic conditions
this situational or complicated thinking very quickly becomes
changed, giving place to other more complex forms of thought. It
was the aim of the second expedition to study in more detail the
characteristics of the structure of the “situational” thinking and its
various functions as well as a study of those paths along which the
transformation of the situational thinking takes place by the
development of thought into concepts under the influence of such
new molding forces as collectivization, cultural development,
literature, etc. In this field the following problems were
undertaken:

(1) Professor A.R. Luria, in cooperation with Bagautdinov, “The
Structure of Situational Thinking and the Lines of its
Modifications.”

(2) Professor Kurt Koffka, together with G. Ashrafy,
“Investigation of Perception in Various Historical Cultural
Phases.”

(3) Professor P. Leventueff, together with Assistant Mangushova,
“Investigation of Causative Thinking and its Historical
Development.”
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(4) Docent F. H. [sic; recte: F.N.] Shemyakin, together with
Assistant Nugmanov, “The Understanding of Symbols in
Situational Thinking.”

(5) Assistant E.N. Mordkovich, “The Understanding of a Poster
and its Meaning in Situational Thinking.”

(6) Docent A.A. Ussmanov, together with E.H. [sic; recte: E.N.]
Mordkovich, “Operations of Counting in Complex Thinking.”»
«The material obtained in the two psychological expeditions to
central [sic] Asia established certain peculiarities in the structure
of thinking and the special psychological process at various stages
of cultural historical development. It outlined those lines along
which we have the development of psychological processes ina
changing environment largely characterized by ever increasing
economic and industrial complexities. Further work in the analysis
of this material, as well as a comparison of experiments in the
villages as contrasted with the factory, would go on in a special
division devoted, in the Moscow Psychological Institute, to the
study of development of the psyche. The control investigation of
structure of thinking in the disintegration of psychological
processes would be concentrated in the division of normal and
pathological psychology of the Psychological Sector of the
Ukrainian Psychoneurological Academy in Kharkov. The further
work in the study of the development of thought in the Uzbek
child would be conducted by the pedagogical faculty of the Uzbek
State Pedagogical Academy in Samarkand. The works of the first
and second psychological expedition will be ready for press and
prepared for publication by Professor Luria within the next year. A
more complete account of this expedition is appearing in the
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forthcoming issues of the Journal of Genetic Psychology and the
British Journal of Psychology.

A.Luria'

[footnote:] *Translated from Russian by J. Kasanin and F.L.
Wells»

1934, Kypr Kohhka / Mounnn Xappoyep / | «| remembered suddenly that in March you encouraged me to Apxus Xappoyep,
20 CeHTA6pA, Kurt Koffka Molly Harrower | \yrite something about my Asiatic experiences, as a possible ApXUB [0 UCTOPHHU
‘SIZTBepr/ (Hoprremrror, source of income. | had started at that time, but under the pressure | amepukanckoii
ptember 20, Maccauycerc / ; ) A A
Wednesday Northampton, MA) of the book the work has been discontinued. Since | am relatively | ncuxosnorumu.
free at the present time | took it up again, and have been writinga | Ony6aukoBaHO B
bit more. Of course it is still only the beginning, as it stands it is Harrower, M., 1983, pp.
no good, I am sending it to you for your judgment if you think it 156-164.
worthwhile to go on.
... I wrote a little more of that travel description but I am utterly
dissatisfied with it. I don’t know why, but I feel as though I cannot
do this sort of thing. I cannot describe a scene or landscape or a
city so as to convey a living picture to the reader. I shan’t continue
till I hear from you. | do not ask for encouragement, | know too
well that my own judgment is correct.»
1934 Kypr Kodhpka / [Ucropuueckuii oruer Kobdku 0 ero uccnenoBanusx, Koffka in:
Kurt Koffka IPOBEIEHHBIX B X0/€ dKkcneauuun B Cpenaiorn Asuio B 1932 1.] Luria, 1934

(HoptremmroH,
Maccauycetc /
Northampton, MA)

/
[Koftka’s historical report of his research during expedition to
Central Asia in 1932:]

«Professor Kurt Koffka, together with G. Ashrafy.-Investigation of
perception in various historical cultural phases. The following
results may be considered as proved: With very few exceptions the
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men and women examined by us succumbed to the optical
illusions-of which a great variety was shown-just as we do.
Quantitative measurements of the Miiller-Lyer and Poggendorf
patterns yielded a slightly smaller amount of these illusions than
control experiments with European psychologists. The exceptions,
which were very rare in this expedition, but had been much more
frequent in the first, are easily explained by the attitude of the
testees towards the experimenter. Naive, social subjects who
treated the experimenter on a footing of equality and did not
regard the experiment as a test of their ability had the illusion
without exception. Only when the subjects were suspicious,
staring a long time at the patterns before making their judgments,
the illusions failed to appear with some though by no means with
all patterns, in accordance with well-known facts.

Similarly, it could be proved with several very simple figures like
Mach's book, Necker's cube, Schroder's staircase, that plane
perspective drawings may compel the perception of a
tridimensional object. If the pattern is more complex and has
greater representative value, the intended tridimensional effect, as
a rule, does not appear, although we see these figures as
tridimensional. Thus the opposite report of previous investigators
can be explained, according to which Uzbeks, not reached by
modern culture, cannot perceive perspective.

Transformation in the organization of a chess-board pattern was
always performed, though sometimes with difficulty. The Kohts
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test manifested great, but not insuperable, difficulties in the
abandonment of the originally perceived form.*»

1935 Kypr Kotpdpka / [[Ty6mukarmst, monorpadust Principles of Gestalt Psychology Koffka, K., 1935, pp.
Kurt Koffka (1935); pykonuch KHUTH Ha4yaTa ¥ repBas rilaBa Hamucana B xoge | 32-33.

Hoprremnros, o
l(waclzaqycem / skcnieaumu B CpenHeit Asuu B urosie 1932. B pa3sButue teMbl

Northampton, MA) obcyxaenus padbotel Peseca (REVESZ), sKCIepUMEHTATBHOTO NB: Dr. Luciano
uccienoBasiero wutosuto Scrposa (Jastrow illusion) y usimsit, | Mecacci is credited
HATPEHUPOBAHHBIX KJIEBATh KOPM U3 MEHBIIICH U3 IBYX with the discovery of
B IPE/ITIOKESHHBIX KOPMYIIIEK ] this important fragment;
/ see Mecacci, 1980.

[Publication, the book Principles of Gestalt Psychology (1935); the
work on manuscript of the book launched and the first chapter
composed during the expedition to Central Asia, in July of 1932.
Following the discussion of Révész’ experiment on Jastrow

* «Mpodheccop KypT Kodhka, coBMecTHO ¢ . Awpadi. McereoBaHns BOCTIPHSATHS B PA3THIHbIX HCTOPHUECKHX KYIbTYpHBIX (hasax. CIIeIyIolIie pe3yIbTaThl MOIYT CUMTATHCS
JIOKa3aHHBIMHU:

3a 04YeHb HEOOJIBIIUMHU UCKITFOUSHUSIMH, 00CIIEI0BAaHHBIE HAMH MY)KYHHBI ¥ KEHIIUHBI [10/IaBAJICh ONTHYECKUM MILUTIO3USIM—H3 YHCIIa KOTOPBIX HA0JI0/1a710Ch MHOXKECTBO
Pa3sHOOOpa3HbIX WILTIO3MH—TOYHO TaK XKe Kak M y Hac ¢ BaMH. KonmuecTBeHHBIE M3Mepenus mnno3nn Miomepa-Jlaiiepa u [Torrennopda nokasani HECKOIbKO MEHbBIIEE YUCIIO
ClTy4aeB TAKMX WIUTIO3HMH, YeM B KOHTPOJIBHBIX 3KCIIEPUMEHTAX C €BPONEHCKIMHU HCIBITYeMbIMHU. VICKITIOUeHHS, KOTOpbIe ObIIIM OYEHb PEJIKU B 3TON 3KCIEUIINH, HO OBIIIM TOpa3io
0oJiee 4YaCTHIMHU B UCCIIEIOBAHUSAX MEPBOM IKCIEIUINH, JIETKO OOBSICHUTH OTHOIIEHHEM [JIN00: yCTaHOBKOH, attitude] ncmpITyeMbIX K KkcnepuMeHTaTopy. HanBHbIe, conpanbHble
cyOBexTHI [social subjects], KOTOpbIe OTHOCHINCH K 9KCIIEPUMEHTATOPY KaK K pABHOMY M HE pacCMaTpHUBAIIM SKCIIEPUMEHT KaK TECT X CIOCOOHOCTEH, TEMOHCTPHPOBAIIN HILTIO3UH
Bce 0e3 nckmoveHust. ToJIbKO KOTr/ia HCIBITYEMbIe ObIITH HACTOPOKEHBI U JIOJT0 U3YYaid IPEUI0KeHHBIE MM KapTHHKH MIPEXK/Ie YeM BHIHECTH PEIICHHE, MIITIO3NU He ObUIN
3aMeueHbl B HEKOTOPBIX, HO JJAJIEKO HE BO BCEX CIIy4asX TECTOB, B COOTBETCTBUH C XOPOIIO U3BECTHBIMU (haKTaMH.

Cx0HBIM 06pa30M, MOXKET OBITh JOKA3aHO U TO, YTO B CIIy4Yasx ¢ HEKOTOPBIMH MPOCTHIMHU (HUrypamu, TAKHMHU Kak Kaura Maxa (Mach's book), ky6 Hekepa (Necker's cube),
nectuuna [lpenepa (Schroder's staircase), H300paxeHus EPCIEKTUBAI HA TNIOCKOCTH MOTYT BBI3BIBATH BOCIIPUATHE 00EMHOTr0 00bekTa. Eciu n3o0pakeHue 6osee CIoKHOE U
nuMeeT OOJIBIIYIO PEerPpe3eHTaTUBHYIO IIEHHOCTH (representative value), mogpa3zyMmeBaeMblii TpEXMEPHBIN 00BEKT, KaK MPABUIIO, HE MOSIBIISIETCS, XOTSI MBI U BUANUM 3TH (QUTYPBI KaK
TpexMepHbie. Takum 00pa3oM Mbl MOXKEM OOBSICHUTB M TIPOTHBOTIOJIOKHBII OTYET NMPEbLAYIINX UCCIIeI0BaTeNel, IPUIIEANINX K BBIBOY O TOM, YTO Y30€KH, HE MO3HABIINE
COBPEMEHHOM KYJIbTYpPbI, HE MOT'YT BOCHPUHHUMATD IIEPCIIEKTHBY.

Tpanchopmarys B OpraHu3anyy KJIeT4aToro H300paXKeHusl Ha MaHep IaXxMaTHOW JIOCKH IIPOMCXOMIIA BCET1a, XOTa HHoraa u ¢ TpyaHoctsimu. Tect Kotc (the Kohts test) mokazan
3HAUUTEJbHBIE, HO HE HEIIPEOJ0IMMbIe, TPYIHOCTH B 0TKa3e (abandonment) OT U3HAYaIBHO BOCIIPUHITOH (POPMBIL.

161



ISSN 2076-7099

MCcMXoNornMyecknin >KypHan AcHULKNIA / Yasnitsky
Mesx1yHapoJHOrO YHUBEPCUTETA IIPUPO/Ibl, 00IIeCTBa U uesioBeKa «/lyOHa» Ne 3, C. 114_166, 2013
Dubna Psychological Journal WWW.psyanima.ru

illusion in chickens trained to peck from the smaller of the two
presented containers:]

«...Why do the animals choose one of the two equal figures, when
they have been trained to choose the smaller one? Described in
these geographical terms their behaviour [sic] seems quite
unintelligible, and neither stimulus properties nor experience can
supply even the semblance of a satisfactory answer. But
everything becomes perfectly plain and simple if we answer our
question as every unbiassed [sic] layman would answer it, by
saying: The animals chose one of the two equal figures because it
looked to them smaller, just as it looks smaller to us. [...] When
now we remember what the layman had to say about this
experiment, we see that our difference between the geographical
and the behavioural environment coincides with the difference
between things as they “really” are and things as they look to us,
between reality and appearance. And we see also that appearances
may deceive, that behaviour well adapted to the behavioural
environment may be unsuited to the geographical. If, for instance,
we Were as naive with regard to the Jastrow illusion as Révész’s
hens and happened to need two objects of the equal shape and size
we would not choose these two figures. | can illustrate the truth of
this proposition by an experiment which | made in the summer of
1932 in a small village in Uzbekistan in Central Asia. | had shown
the Jastrow illusion, using the pattern of the “Pseudoptics,” to a
young native who was the host of the tea house, the one meeting
place of the male populace of the village. The man behaved as the
hens did, apart from the fact that his reactions consisted not in
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pecking but in pointing to the larger of the two pieces of
cardboard. | then put one on top of the other and gave them to him
to handle. | wanted to see what explanation he would give to the
curious discrepancy between their previous inequality and their
now manifest equality. He said something like illusion, but
without much conviction; and when I asked, “So you think they do
not really change when you take them apart,” he answered “Oh,
yes, | believe they will change a little.»

1935

Kypt Kothdpka /
Kurt Koffka
(HoptremmToH,
Maccauycerc /
Northampton, MA)

«...The description of a mentality different from our own, be that
of children, be that of primitive peoples, will be complete if the
behavioural fields of these beings, together with the behaviour
which these fields demand, are adequately described. Such work
as that done by Lévy-Bruhl on primitives and Piaget on children is
truly such description. The question whether the description of
Lévy-Bruhl and Piaget are right or not does not enter here, for
even if, or inasmuch as, they are wrong, a true description would
be a description of the same kind; it would be a field description of
the behavioural environment and the Egos within it. And Lewin’s
theory of behaviour, of action and emotion, contains this
behavioural field as a nucleus, even though he has to go beyond its
limits. Finally, when we or the novelists or the historians describe
behaviour, we do it in terms of forces in the behavioural
environment, although we, as well as they, use an entirely different
terminology.»

Koffka, K., 1935, pp.
46.
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Mcnonb3oBaHHble apxmBHble MaTepuansi / Archival materials used:

Apxus KypTta Kok, Apxus no ucrtopun ameprkanckoit ncuxonorun / Kurt Koffka Archive at the Archives of the History of American Psychology (AHAP),
University of Akron

Apxms Monnun Xappoyep, Apxus 1o uctopun ameprkanckoi ncuxosoruu / Molly Harrower Archive at AHAP

Apxus KypTa JleBMHa, ApxuB 1o UCTOpuU ameprkanckoii ncuxonorun/ Kurt Lewin Archive at AHAP

Apxus Bonbgranra Kénepa, Apxus Amepukanckoro ¢uiocodcekoro obmectsa / Wolfgang Kohler Achive at the American Philosophical Society (APS)
Archives
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